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| The Poſſe bility, and Fear of its beiog ” 
| Paſt, before Death. F- 


SHEWING 


The : groundlefs Doubts, am miſtaken | 
| Apprebenſions of Some: as to their: being * 
' 'finally Forſaken, and left of God: : Wirly 
the Dangerous Symptoms and Aproechicol d 

Others to ſuch a ſad State. 3 
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In Four SERMONS 
From Pſalm LXANE. It, 12. 
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READER. 


4 He following Sermons were preacht-at 
the $arneſt Deſire of an unknown 
Perſon ſent me in a Letter, expreſſing 
a more than ordinary Concern and Fear, let 
the day of Grace ſhould be pail, and the 
Holy Spirit finally departed, ſo as 16 Return 
and Strive no more. Many Upright 
Chriſtians after aggravated Backſlidings, 
or under Great Temptations, or in deep Me- 
lancholy are apt to conclude thus hardly of 
themſelves.Such as theſe I have endeavour d 
to Convince, that this ts not tbe Hate of 
their Caſe, orever like tobe. 

 T have alſo. ſhawn, who have reaſon to 
Apprehead themſelves inDanger of this Judg- 
ment in the Text. ' For 'tis poſſible, and 
mare than poſhble, that after laug RefiStance 
and Obſtinacy, God may Judicially let Men 
Alone, and give 'em over. Though their 
Lives be prolonged, they may be ſealed up 
to Wrath, and reſerved to Judgment. Four 
Generations filled the Meaſure of the 
Amorites Sin, though five paſt before they 
were deſtroyed, And though Pharoah's 


time 


| o the- Reader. 
time expir'd,  'tis thought, at the Sixth 
Plague, God upheld and harden'd him, 
(principally by ſuffering him to harden him- 
elf) tilzhe Tenth was paſt. The ſins of 
Jeruſalem and the Jewiſh Nation were 
full at the Murder of the Mcfſiah, but they 


mere not deſtroyed till forty years after." 


I muſt Confeſs, that we cannot tell poſi- 
_ lively when this. is true concerning any par- 
ticular Perſon $ Nor is any man bound to be- 
lieve it concerning Himſelf; but is alway 
obliged to believe, that if he do truly Repent, 
be ſhall find Mercy. For though God may 
preſeribe Limits to hrs own Grace, we ought 
net to bound it. Shall any man ſay, Divine 
Patience hath waited on me, (or on ſuch a 
"one /o lonz,) it can wait no longer. Such 
Deſpair -f Grace, while in the uſe »f God's 
Appointed Means , is very Inſolent Pre-' 
ſumption. Neu are obliged, (as a Thing 
highly grateful to him) to Hope in his 
Bey... L 

' : 1a ſhort, whatever your Doubts aud Fears 
are, if you firmly purpoſe to go on in the Way 
which leads to Life : if you will not turn a 
fide from following the Lord ; if you-Reſotve, 
Come whar will of it, I will never give 
over praying, ſceking, ſtriving, wreſit- 
> ling, &c. Let him do what he will 
| With me, Þle not deſiſt; Ple cun arr 
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T6 the' Reader. + 
him, Ile fly to him, Ile call upon 
him, as long as I live, dc. A Bleſſing © 
from the Auchor and Purchaſer of all Grace 
may be undoubtedly expetted by ſuch a one. 
Pcov 8.34. Blefled is the man that hear- 
* eth me, watching daily at my Gates, 
* waiting at the Poits of my Doors. For 
* whoſo findeth me, findeth Life. 

* It you hear him, and wait, * (ſaith 
* Dr. 0.) though you have not yer Ad- 
* miſſion, bur are kept at the Gates and 
« Polts of che Doors, yet in the Iſſue you 
* ſhali beBleſſ>d. The rule in chisCalſe is, 
* Hoſe 6. 3, Then ſhall ws know, if we 
* follip on to know, Are you in the 
* way of knowing Chciſt ia the uſe of 


* means, hearing the Word, and Sin- 


*cere Endeavors in Holy Duries; 
* though you cannot yet attain unto any 
FEvideace,thar you have received hin), 
* have cloſed with him, (nay tho you 


* gueſtion whether ever b2 will Receive 


* jou,) Nothing can Ruin? you but 

giving over th: wiy were you "are-; 
* for then ſhall you know, if you fol- 
* lay on ro know the Lord. 
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Dr, O. Meditations and Diſcourſes of the Glory of 
Chrift, applyed to Unconverted Sinners, 8* Þ« 18. 


Theſe 


+ Tothe Reader, 

Theſe Diſcourſes are printed almoſt yer- 
batim as preacht ; which I hope will rather 
promote, than leſſen therr Uſefulneſs unto 
Such, who are moſt like to read *em, and to 
whaſe Caſe they are moſt ſuited. The Day 
of Reckonins is near , Death and, 
Fudgment are at hand; May 1 then find 
mercy of the Lord ! Give an Account of my 
Stewardſhip with Comſort ! And be found 
in Chriſt to the Glory of God, Beg it { me z 
as 1 do and ſhall thy profiting by this, and 
all the many other Helps to further ths 
Salvation, E 
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” four SERMONS } 
'o | I 
y | ON 
d, 4 
d Plalm LXXXI. 11, 12. 
'Y . 
d JOE FRI 
d The Firſt Sermon. 
Plal. LXXXI. 11, 12. 
But #y People wonld not bearken to 
 myVoice, and l({rac] would none of 
me, ſo I gave theme up to their own 
Hearts luſts : and they walked int. 
their own Counſels. 
HE 7ers have a*Tradition, 
that ar ſtared times of the 
| | year God doth lament and 


complaine over their ruin-:, 
ed Temple art Jeruſalem 5 
that Temple that was once the Seat of 
his Glory , and the Place of his 
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Hs 'The TFirit Ber mort ih Y 
= ſpecial Reſidence for ſo_long a time, 
3 Þþ own Value, and affe@ton for it, 
Aa made them fondly imagine, that God 
EF . Hhirnſelf could not behold its- Aſhes and 
>. Diffolution withour Reſentment 3 Na 
conſidering that the Waickedneſs 0 14; 
the People called by his Name, andMWj.;. 
entruſted with the Priviledges of his, 
Houſe, had provoked his moſt righte- 
ous ſeverity to lay it waſte. This was 
a weak and groundleſs Fancy of the 
carnal Zews$ We have other Meaſures 
whereby to Judge of the bleſſed God. 
We arc ully aſſured that his Thoughts 
are not as ours. in ſuch matters ; 1 hat 
it isa far ſadder ſpeRtacle in his Eye, 
to behold the Hypocriſy and Carnali- 

r of thoſe that worſhip in bis Temple, 
than to ſee ir laid in Ruines ; a far; 
more diſmal ſight, to behold the offers 
of his Grace refuſed, and ſlighted; to. & 
have the ſnvitations of the Goſpel, | 5" 
and the glad Titlings of Peace rejct- 
_ ed; by thoſe who canbe ſaved noather | 5, 
Way z and who malt perith if they 
 regleQ- this great Salvation : To lee 
Maltitudes oi ſuch conrinue under the Ill £ 
Power of fin... willfully chooſing.che Þ| ; 
” way of Deſtruftion, and hardning 

. tHieir own Hearts againſt all the graci- 
_——— A ous 
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I he Judgment of God, who Judgeeh 
nd ighreous Judgment, is by ſarrhe'mori 


ſoniſking, and deplorable Obje&& . - 


ot - For we never read of God's 'tom- 
; yJaining of any Thing ſo much'as'6f 
j his. And how often,aud in what paſſi- 
5 Wonate Expreffions doth he :coniplain 
© Wot the Obſtinacy, Unreachablenels, 
y and Wiltulnets -of the /ems, his aridi- 


ent People , Oh that they wert wiſe ! Othat 
they would conſider ! bump long wilt you not 
bepurged ? when fhall ut once be? why All 
ye "dye ; &c. And the Prophet Iſmab 


AF introduceth Chriſt, and his: Apofes, 
© complaining to the like Purpoie, #ho 


hath believed our Report andto _ 

whom is the Arm of th# lord re- Iſa. 5.1. 
vealed > I his was that which. - -- 

our compaſhonate: Redeemer reſented 
even unto Tears, concerning Ferkſalem 
in the Dayes ot his 'Fleſh; whenhe be- 
” | held the City and wept. over it-(y- 
| ing. O that thou bgd(t known, even they,” 
' IN #: this thy day, the Things that belong tothy 


Peace,8&c.And in the verſe. 
following the Text, O Luk 19. 4t: 
that my People bad bearkened | 


\ I to yy Poice, and wotked in my Ways. This 3 
{te Subj Mane of the complatag 20 
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F of theſe: Words, which is attended 
 Witha;Threatning, of one of the heayi: 
. eſt Judgmeats that. can be inflicted: 
My Rrople would not hearken to my Voice , 
and-Ifract would none of met Sol gau 
them.up, &C. : : ; ; 4 

Here is, Firſt, A moſt Reproaching 
Complaint. Secondly, A moſt Terrible 
Threatning. The Complaint is inthe 
1xth verſe, My People would rot bearken 
Tt 7 oy We. 


he moſt ſignificant Words are uſed W* 


to awaken Shame, . and Indignation' 


inthe guilty Perſons'.againſt rhem- I{* 


ſelves,: for: refuſing to hearken to the WW®: 
Voice of God. | | 


. Firh, Their Fault is aggravated from 
their near Relation to-God, My People, 
{ſrael, the beloved Natian, my pecu-: 
liar oh favoured: above the Reſt 


of: the World with many ſpecial 
adyantages, They did not hearked og 


| we 

Secondly, Fromtheir Wilfulneſs, They 
would not hearken to me. They would none 
' ofme. For though the firſt Expreſſion 
in the Hebrew, be only thus, My Pco- 
?” PBle did not hearken rome, yet the lat- 
Kr Words, They would none of me, doh 
"ge" | ay. 
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ded May the Blame: upon their owtyWil- 


vi-Mfvlneſs, and does ſufficiently: Juſtify:our 
d:MTranſlation of tv — © 
e It is aggravated, Thirdly, From what 


heir nor hearkening tro Gods Voice 
lid: imply, and carry in it, Thot they 
would none of God ; they refuſed to bave 
0d for their God. They cared not 
for any Relation to him, or Acquain- 
tance with him, or Inftruation from 
him, or Happineſs by him; They would 


ed {0m of me. 


5 , * 
n- - Secondly, unto thigyGomplaint in the 
1c 12th 2:1ſe is SubjeyBied a terrible Threat- 
Weg, ver. 12th, $0 ] gave them up to their 
. {Wearts Luſts, to waik in their awn Councels. 
n & In the Hebrew both Expreſſions are 
2, Win the. Futare,that for their former Pro- 
1 Myocations God - would do ſo, and the 
kt Fatter is the Conſequence of rhe. for- 
i] Emer. The walking in their own Coun- 
cels; is the Fruit of their being given 
upto their own Hearts Luſts. 4 


There are two Things may.'be col- 
Jefted as the Sum of both Verles, to be. 
diſcourſed of from them. | 
- Fir, That it is Matter of Juſt Com- 
plaint and Reproach, when a People; 
vey B 3 or 
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$i Hove wr” 
Second!y, That for - Cach wilfulDerſor 
to be given up to their -»wa Heary 


, Luſts, fo as to be lett of Gd: ro walt 


in. their own 'Conncels, is one of th 
maſt fearful J:1dginenrs char can be 
threarned, or inflicted in this World. 


Something © 1 would ſpeak ro the 
former 'though ia order to the later, 
which is principally deſigned. And; 
what Subje@ more ſeaſonable, or more 


likely cobe utcful,yngo choſe-who have 


the- Voice of Godkgepeated ro them 


Week after Week, with ſuch Frequeny 


cy,and Variety, as you have ir in this 


bat it is Matter of Juſt C nigh 


tr] Hep roach, for any People, or Perſon 


oben to the Viice of God. And 


Peter witl be proper ctoſhew, nr, What 
\I!t is, nor to heark:n ro che Voice of 
God 2. How this appears to be ſuch 


Juſt Mater of Complaint from-God, 
and Reproactr unto us, who are ouilty 
of ir. 

Firſt, W hat it is not to hearken to the 
We of. God. _ the Voice of God 


here, 
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J 3 as is Tnanifct from +3 
Fer. 7.23, 28. Verſes. This thing copt= © 3 
anded Ithem, ſaying, Obey my Voice, attd* . 7 
mill beyour God. But they hearkned not, _} 
vr inclined thetr Ear, ba: walked m hk 7 
puncels and Imaginations of their own evil ' \. 
Hearts ; therefore ſhalt thou Jay unto them,” +. 
this is a Nation that Obeyetb not the Voice of ©.\ 
the Lord their God. Nis inſtruſting | 3 
and informing Voice, is hete-meant, 
That which Rovers the Nature of +; 
God, and our Duty, the wretched :4 
fate of onr Caſe by the firſt Apoſtacy, *7 
and the Method. of our Recovery to -} 
[the Image and Life of God, and Com-- {| 
mumion with him, :Jt-is alto hjs com-. | 
'tanding Voice , -nnto the Authority + - 
Whercof, we all owe utmoſt Obedi- -} 
"88 ence and ſubjetion, Ir is that Voice of 4 
W-God which warns usof our Danger; 3 
Tavites us tro Terms of Peace and: Re- = 4 
tortciliatton ; dire&s us what we : 
ought to do, that we may be ſayed, * 3 
:&c. And have we not all the Obliga- :-3 
tion in the World, to hearken tothis . ! 
Voice ? carefully to' atrend to ir ? to © 
conſider its Authority > to make a  $ 
»Judgment about. irsNeceffitv, and Im- = 
pottance, about the Reaſonableneſs ard uy 
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-advyantages of our Obedience? 8c. 


Now ther# be many that Ojexh 


# . and Expreſly refuſe to hearken.tq thi 
E . Voice. -But the Number is greater 


ſuch, who do it Vertually,and in Ef:@ 
either by their groundle:s Cavils anl 
Obje&ions againtt the Word of God 


B+... or by their frivolous Excuſes, and too 
>! - th Delays of complying with it ; or by 


Obcying the contrary DiQates of tht 
Fleſh and the World, and hearker 
ing to the Voice of Satan ; by all which 
they maniteſt their Unwillingneſs.yg 
hearkento the Voice of God. L 


* But, Secondly, How does this appeat 


L.. to be ſuch a Matter of Juſt Complain 
” and Reprogh ? To this Purpoſe we 


« 


may conſider, 1. hoſe Voice it.1s you 
Jy refuſe ro hearken to : 
Heb. 1. 2. the Voice of God by bis 

'-  _, *$0n, Whom he hath ap- 
pointed Heir of all Things, - ang by 
whom he maderthe World, the Bright- 
neſs.ot his Fathers Glory, 


"Heb. 2.2. the Expeſs Image of nis 


Perſon, If Dilobedience 
to the Word ſpoken by Angels, re- 
ceived 2 Ju't Recompence of Reward, 


x _ #How ſhall peeſcape if we neglett, andſbght, 
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and. will 'not bearken to that #ord of Sal» -: 
'vation which began tobe pot by our Lord . 
himſelf. See therefore (Jayes the Apoſtle} * 
that you refuſe not him that ' :.. * 
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ſpeaketb ,, for if they. Eſcaped not Heb. 12z- » 4 
ſee re'u ſed him that foe 08 2Fc vers. * "A 
Earth, Much: more ſhall not we | *-' 3 
Eſcape if we turn away from him that ſpeak: * 
eth from Heaven. I might amplify this . 
by Conſidering the Authority, the Ve- 
racity, the Wiſdom, the Kindneſs and 
Condeſcention, of him that ſpeaketh ; 
and to- whom we ate called; and 
; Obliged co hearken. 


| 'I might aggravate it, by Conſidering 
how all our Senſes, and our Reaſon, 
our Power. of Hearing, and Under- 
ſtanding are all from Him: And how 
often he hath heard our Yzce when we 
have cryed to -him in our Diſtreſs. 
And how ready he is to hear us ineve- 

ry time of need, when. nane.: elſe can 
help or fave us: And how-fevercly 

he can puniſh our Refuſal ;; For in his 
hand is our Lite and Breath, and all 

our Ways. It is he who bath Power to 
fave or tro Deſtroy and/ſha]l we refuſe 

to hearken. io his Yaice > Yea further, he 
deſignes our Good, and intends our # 
Happineſs, by whar he ſpeaks. HE can  * 

ada --- 
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# Have no Acceſſion to his own by our 


-.  PFelicicy, but might glorify himſelf in 
{ our Rune, if we decline the Invitati- 
© -. .onsof his Mcrcy, and refuſe to heark- 
E”:. ento his Voice, - 
 - "Secondly, Conſider, not only who 
 . it isthar ſpeaks, but what hind of Voicy 
"#7. How gentle, how obliging, how 
- -- ben:hcent, and condeſcending. He 
.. doth not now ſpeak to us with Ma- 
zeſtick "Terrour, in Thunder and i © 
Tiatenind, with ſach an 'amazing MW © 
- Voice as napon Mount Sina,” to the i 
People of the Jews : When hel © 
made the Mountaine ' ſhake, and the Peo-M[ 2? 
| ple Trembl-, and even Moſ- MW C 
Heb. 12. 26. es himfeif exceedingly to do WW ® 
 f. Bur imploys Meſſen- WU 3 
gers like bur ſelves, to ſpeak, in-his MW © 
Name. He conſiders our weakneſs, MW * 
and the Neceſſity of our Caſe, an 6 
| poets to accompany the ordinary WW © 
Preaching of the Goſpel, with* the « 
[' 
a 
| 
{ 
| 


Power of his Spirit, That the great 
and neceſſary truths publiſhed, ex- 
plajned; and prefſed, by a ſerious 
Miniſtry, ſhall be che Power of God 
unto Salvation. He. requires tho{ 
that are- intruſted witch-this work, 
..o infiruit, co exhort, ro warn and 
| Ic: 
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 reprove, to beſeech and increat you. 
in the Name of Chriſt, with Earneſt». 
neſs and Importunity, that you would - 7? 
not receive the Grace of Gud in vainy 3 
that you would be reconciled tat. ---;} 
God, praying you in Chriſt's ſtead * 
that you would be fo, leaſt the Thihgs 5 
that concern your Peace ſhould be. ! 
for Ever lid from your Eyes. * | 
Thirdly, Conſider, Who They are, that 
are ſaid to refuſe to bearken to the Foice of 
Ged. My People Iſrael. My Firſt born, 
more nearly related ro me,-more pe-- 
culiarly favoured .and priviledged by 
me. than the reſt of the World. We - 
- Chriſtians ſuceced in their Priviledges, 
not only as Domeſtick Seryants, bur 
as Children, viſibly related to God, as 
our Father, by the Covenant of Bap- 
tiſm, Avd ſhall noc Chil. 
dren receive the inſtrution Deat. 21: 
of 2 Parent ? a ſtubborn Son 18. 
that refuſcd ro hearken to 
. the Voice of his natural Parent, was 
under the Law, ro be Honed to: Death : 
and ali rhe Mcn in the City, were to 
bave a Hand in bringing ſuch a Mon- 
ſter to that deſerved Punithmenr. 
Fourthly, That the Complaint and +4 
| Reproach is Juſt, will appear by con:-* 4 
| {idering  Þ 
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= "ering, what is Connefed with it, in the 
-:, Wordsthat immediately follow, {ſrael 
F - would none of me, that is, if they will 
not hearken tomy Voice, they declare 
E- they will- have none of me. God offers 
 -himſelfro enter into a Covenant, and 
1 to be your Gol, - only:obzy my Voice 
- - and] will be. to Bur they inquire. 
F not after him. There is :none that 
t - ſaith, where is God my Maker? They 
E - Will none of meg e they will not have 

me to. be their Lord and Ruler, they 

will not have me to be their Portion 

and Chief. Good. Ir is plain they will 
{ - not, becauſe they refule my Teach- 
E  Ings,andGuidance ;rhey will not heark- 
| . ento my Voice. ” 


Now this being duely attended to, 
- will ſufficiently Juſtify the Divine Se- 
 « Verity, 'V- 12. towards ſuch who will : 
. Not hearken to the Voice of God. For 
4 thereby. they do in Effe@ bid him 'de- 
| part from mem, theytell him, we de- - 
E fire not the Knowledge of thy Ways. And 
." 1f hereafter he ſhould bid them depart 

ſrom. him into Everlaſting Fire, with 

the Workers of Iniquity , the Sentence 
E... Would not be more dreadful than Righte- 
©. OUS, if he fay, Depart trom me, you 
__ x un- 
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unthankful- deſpiſers: of *my' Grace. 3... 
Iwould have -inftructed, and ſanRify= ' 4 
ed, and ſaved you, but you would noty. 
I called, but you refuſed, and turned** 
thedeaf Ear; | exhorted,and beſeeched, ' 
and intreated - you 'ro have Pity on 
your ſelves in Time, but you would 
not hearken to my Voice. | faithfully 
warned you of your danger, but you 
made light of it. I offered tg be your 
God, and to: make you happy and 
bleſſed for Ever, if you would bur 
decept my offer ;* but you would none. of 
me, Therefore: if he ſhould ſpeak ro 
them hereafter in his Wrath, and 
yex them in-his-fore Diſpleaſare : if 
he then be Deaf:to their Crys, - who. 
now refuſe ro hearken ro his Voice, 


their Sentence will be Jul. | 
. And no leſs would'iit be if Gnd ſhould 
inflict the heavy Doom mentioned in. 
this Text: which is the Beginning of 
Hell, where ic continues without Re- 
medy, and timely Relief is not ad- 
mitted, Such as will not : hearken to 
the Voice of God ; the Language of 
whoſe Heart is thereby maniteſt, that 
they will none of him, Such as theſe, 
God may Juſtly give np to their on. } 
Wes Luft x nd leave them to walkin _Þ 
oy their 
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”. 14  UheFirftSermon. . 
I # their on deſtfudtive Councels. And this 
-: brings me to contider the Second Proyos 


N - That for wilful Sinners to be given 
& to their ann Hearts Luſis, a14 to be left 
E'* Cad to walk in their ogpn Cuuncels, is one 
| of tbe. moſt tremendous Judgments that can 
©. be threatned, or inflidted in tois World. 


Firſt, What is it for God to give up 
any to their own Heaps Luſts. 
t Secoudly, What is hjs uſual Method br 
t of infliting ſuch a Judgment. . —- 

: Thirdly, Wherein does the Terrour: 
- . and Dread of ſuch a Judgment ap- 
 . Fear ? or what Conſiderations will 
| - manifeſt thisto be ſuch a diſmal Judg- 

ment ? W hat Iſhall ſpeak under theſe: 
; Three Heads will make way for the 
practical Application. | | 


{ 
© 
145 


I muſt grant that there. is an un-: 
ſeatchable Depth in the divine Judg-i 
ments; eſpecially. in his. Methods of: 
Severity towards the Souls of Men * 
And therefore when we have gone 28 
tar as Scripture and Experience wiil 
F- direft and lead us, we muſt yet cry 
& Out, © the bottomleſs Depths of the Divine 
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Councels-: how. unſearcheble are his Judg- © 
ments, and his ways paſt finding pn rr | 
out ? However, we muſt hold ,..n,., 

to this, that all bis Yarks are IT wth 
perfe#:@nd that be 1s a God of 3 
Truth, and without Iniquity, bis Ways are 
Zudement,gndFuſt and Right is = 
be. And it is remarkable, Deut. 29, 
that this is ſpoken after a 3, 4 
terrible Expreſſion a litcle 

before concerning che Jes, that after 
having ſeen the Sigus ard Wonders 
and Miracles that Ged wrougnt among 
them, yet hath he *not given you a Heart 
to perceive, and Eyes to fee, and Earsto 
'bear, unto this Day. . 


of 


But whatcyer Obſcuricy there may 
be in the Manner, yer ſuch a Thing 
as Gods leaving Men to = 
themſelves muſt be acknow- Jſa. 10. 
edged ; yea, his pouring 29.:MMar. 
Out a ſpirit of ſlumber and 4. 12. 
deep 'ſleep upon Men, clo- iv 
ting their Eyes in righteous Judgment, 
after they have wilfully ſuc ther; 
| Never was any People fo puniſhed 
10 this Manner, as the Nation of the- 
Jews. After having long reſiſted. the 
Spirit, neither Word, nor Rod could + 
Sake then), bat the Things of theix - | 
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16 - Che Firſt Sermon, 

” Peace, were hid from their Eyes. Bat: 

”, wemuſt not conceive of this, as an AF 
merely of Wil and Pleaſure in God ;. 
without Reſpc& to their former 112, 
Bur conſider it as an a& of Righteou 
Fudement, upon great Provocgtion. T bis 
Doom never goes before the Fault; 
when they will not be purged, they 
are left ro be filthy till. After long 
ſtriving and Reſiſtance Gad lers 'em 
Alone, We muſt view it as fome- 
thing Zudiczal- toward thwſe who had 
highly deſerved it, by former Refu- 
fals of his Grace, and diſobeying his 

Voice : And therefore when God is; 


faid in the 4th of Exodus to harden Pha- 

 * rob, let us conſider who he was, and 
_* What he had donet Was he not guilty 
of the moſt prophane contempt of- 
God, Who is the Lord, that I ſhould obey 


bis Voice? 1 know not the Lord, neither 
will T let Tracl go, Exod. 5.2. And was he 
not guilty of the moſt barbarous ln- 
juſtice, and Cruelty againſt the Pco- 
ple of God ? Had he not for many. 
# years oppreſt; and inſlaved them ? 
| were not He and his Subj-&s reſolyed. 
..: to deſtroy thoſe whom God reſolved 
| to preſerve? 8&c, He is three times. 
6. faid to have hardned his own heart. 
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ved. 8. I5, 2. And chap. 
& had ſufficient means of. Cm, 
y Aarons Rod ſwallowing up thoſe 0 


! i 


he Magicians, 7 Excd. 12. And by the 


lapicians being non-pluſt in their Art;. 


bncerning the Judgment of Lice, Exod. - 


1H. And they themſelves were 


itten with Boils, Chap. 9. 11, 12. 
E now __ then oY had ome 
\clentings, chap. 9. 27, 10. chap. IG. 17. 

Sothe Jews - ourSaviour's Time, 
oncerning whom the like Expreflions 
reuſed, John 12. 40. They were ſuch 

hated the Light, as would not ac- 
tept of Chriſt, or his Forerunner the 
zaptiſt, but ſaid of both, that theywere 
pofſefſed of aDevil. ln thisCaſe we may 
letheApoſtlesExpreflion, {5God - 
unrighteous, whodtaketh Vengeance * Rom. 
Gol forbid. Hete indeed is very 2}. 5. 
diſmal Severity, but there is 
no ſhadow of unrighteouſneſs, 


This being premiſed Net may con-. 


ſider, Fir, What theſe Luſts of Mens 


learts are ? Secondly, What it is to be 


given up Judicially to them.” 


The Laſts of our Hearts uo which 


ſome are given up by God, may Com-. 
prehend the falſe wy, Cages and 
undue Lpeopoions: of 'Things that are 
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d in rhe Soul, concerning God; 
and-'onr ſelves, Sin and Duty, Happi- 


-neK&and: Miſery, 8&c. And our Irres 


adlar' Deſires, and lnclinations ; with 


 alffrthe wicked-Projedts, andContriv. 
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Pride'of Life. * / 


ances ofthe Soul, concerning the gra 
. tifying and fulfilling the Luſts of rhe 


Fleſhy the Lugs of the Eyes, and the 


"* 


Now. for God to give up any Men 
. ta theſe Lilits, fo as not to hinder 
. them 'from walking -in their own 
Councels,- is not to. be ſuppoled as 
©. if he gave his approving Conſent, that 
” . they ſhould obey theſe Luſts: Not that 


he gave them leave to ſm, or approv- 
cd' What they did, in ferving live 
Luſts, but that which is chiefly com-! 
prehendedinitiss + | 
_ Firſt, That ſuch Perſons are caſt out: 


of Gods ſpecial Proteion and Carey! 
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and ſo-are expoſed to wander and go' 
aſtray: To walk asa Lambin. 
Hoſ. 44 «large Place, and fo are more! 


| 16, - calily affaulted, and Ovyer- 


come. by. the Devil, who 
ſecketh whom he may deſtroy. 


©, Secondly; That they are-lefr of God © 


; - under the-Dominion, and Power, and; 


Tyranny*of their own Lufſts.; He that. With 
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© The Fir Sermoii.- +, tg * 
/ fithy let him be filthy "i ns 
. He that beareth let bim hear ; and be 
at forbeareth let him forbear, for 
ey are a Rebellious Hou I fr Exek. 
at the Reſtraints and ny 3. 37. 
atthey were formerly urider, 
ly the Motions of his Fpirit ; ot-by 
xternalProvidence, ſhould no 
onger hinder them in the Pro- Mar. 
Ecution of theit Liſts. T is 4. It- 
pal! not be Jes any more, npr Job. 
heir way hedged up wikh 12. . 
| Thorns. T he Spirit of God 
jall_not firive with themany 
more ; at leaſt not to. ſuch a 
Jegree as formerly. 
Nay further, we read of Mgns 
deing given up, after ſins a- 
nainſt Light, unto a * Reprobate | 
j Wtedchable Mind, to vile affe@i- 
ns. 10 unnatural Luſts. Yea, de-. 
| Ifvcred, up to * freng Deluſtons 20 
o Satgn, that they may believe 
yes, that they may be dam- 
hed. But remember this is an | 
AQ of Juſtice and. Righteouſneſs 
in God ; for the Perſous thus. 
piven up are *deſcribd ro be + 
ſuch as would nat receive the Truth in 
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»...20 QUheFirſfSermon. 
This, beſides the Expreſs Teſtimoni 
of Scripture, is manifeſt by ſad Exp 
ence, For what tolerable account a 

| be otherwiſe given of the General 
of profcſſing Chriſtians, with whou 
the. ſence of Duty, the Honour ( 
Chriſt, che Intereſt of his Kingdon 
have fo little Influence, to a conf 
entious governing their Hearts at 
Lives? Yea how elle is it 2 That na 

_ - withſtanding Mercies and Judgment 

- -notwithſtanding providential warning 
and gracious Calls, notwithſtandinj 
many Convictions and Reſolutions 
and good Beginnings, notwithſtand 
ing many ſevere Rebukes for p: 

- Backſlidings, and fume Expcrienc 
.how evil and bitter a Thing it 1 
and hath been, to jforſake Gad 
that yet in Deſpite of God, and Con 
ſcience, and all theſe Obſtacles in chel 
way, many have forſaken the Wa 
of Righteouſneſs, * and . waltowed: C 
againe in the Pollucions of che WorldF- t 
after they had eſcaped ir. And whate 
ver Hazard they run by it, wharevell 
Difficulties they meet in their way, 
whatever Methods have been uſed 

 -to recover and ſaye them, yet onthe) 
WW, willgo: and from a ſceming Zeal fot 
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od and Godlineſs, and conſtatitday< . :* 
W Excrciſe of the principal Duties.of * 
Meligion in their Families, and'Cloſers, *., 
t alley: come at laſt co live withbur any | 
alin theſe ; in the total NegleQof ſuct 
rhoWuries, and in allowed Praftiſes of ' 
ur Wrunkeneſs,Uncleanefs,and Unrighte- 
donWuſacſs, with the Contempt. of the- 
n{QWicans of their Convertion, and a ſe- 
; anfferer Enmity againſt the wue Intereſt of 
noMhriſt in the World, and againſt the 
caoerious Profeſſion and Power of God- 
10gWMinels. 
ling My Friends, The Caſe of ſuch Apo- 
ongftares, and the more common Degene- 
ndracy of many Others, after good and 
paſWhopeful Beginnings, who have ſinned 
ncFthemſelves into a quiet peaceful Con- 
5 ſcience, or rather into ſtupidity and 
0 Hardneſs of Heart, notwithſtanding 
on the Dayly Commiſſion of great Abo- + 
cl minations ; the deplorable Caſe, I ſay, -:; 
af of ſuch Perſons, and the Frequency {4 
ee of ſuch Caſes, makes it manifeſt thar 
ld there is ſuch a Thing as mens being 
cf left of God; and given up to their 
al own Hearts Luſts. ; 
'M But remember, 1 call it a deplorable 
if Caſe, not-an irrecoverable one. For I do 
- not think, as to all ſuch Perſons, that 
i: Wk any 
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F” their Day of Grace is paſt; that th 
- Things df their Peace are fo hid trun 
hee Ps, chat it is impoſſible tix 
thern ta be renewed to Repentantg; 
* There .are Degrees. of Goo» torſaking 
Menzthere is a total and there is a parrid 
 Obdutacy and Hardneis oft Heart Bu 
I hall. ſpeak more of this atrerwards, 
E "We ſhould Secondly, Confider 
by what Method God does for the molt 
= * part proceed, to infli&. and Execute 
ſuch a Judgment as this. But | 
_ Thirdly, For the preſent let us briefly 
con{ider. the Severicy and Terrour of this 
Judgtment. According to the Degites 
of this Puniſhment 1nflicted on any, 
ſais the Wretchedneſs ot their Caſe 
in. Proporgion 'to be eſtimated. For! 
Man tobe totally left to the Hatds 
E neſs and Obduracy of his own Heatr, 
{. there is no Judgm-nt in. this World: 
* fo ſevere: and therefore. ſayes * Dr. 
Omen, it is never Executed, but towards 
thoſe that are babitually' and objlinately 
wicked, and do out of: choice harden them- 
E ſelves in their ſins © * 
 -- You. may Conlider- the-Dread and 
Harrour of ſuch a Judgment by read- 


, %H Gs Opens Dominon of Sin, P age 73- 
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th by Prov, I. "23 oe 6 gen 
fery much may * be garchered from 
ihe 19.'41, 42. Where we (have | 
moſt ſignificanr Repreſenration- of 
ch a diſmal Caſe,in our Lords affeQt- 
nate Bewailing of the Mifery of Je- 
uſalem, as forſaken and left of - God. . 
He beheld the City, and mingled” Þis 
amentrations over it with -his Tears. 
Saying, O ! Jeruſalem, Jeruſalent, if thu 
badſt known, even than, at leaſt, in' this thy 
Day, the Things which belong unto'nh 
Peace ! but now they' are hid from 'thite 
Eyes, He knew' how deplorable'-che 
Condition 'of ſuch Perſons muſt needs 
be, and what was due to ſo grcatia 
Calamiry, or-ht*would nor trave 1a- 
mente@ ic with Tears. He knewthe 
aggravation of 'their Guilt, ' and*the 
2 W Severity of the Divine Juſticeyand the 
1 Value of Immortal Souls,* andthe 
1% of Miſery, irito ' which :Tuch 
$8 ty finners ard ſinking ; he perfe&aly 
' MW knew theſe Things, or he would not +5 
 W have beſtowed Tears upon this Oc- 3 
' calion. I 
" And which yet is moſt * Dreadful ro 
— - <= ys 
' * See Mr, How's Redeemers Tears. Pag. 7; 
vw C4  conlidetyz 
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©” conſider, when Perſons are beconllif 
Eo. incurably Obſtihate, and Impenitelif 
” _ unto Perdition, the Redeemers Tex 
may Expreſs his Compaſſion, but wi 
not abate their Miſery, or aflway 
their Torment. They that have'r 
jected and diſpiſed his Mercy , atl 
_ trampled upon his Blood, ſhall ye 
haye his Tears of Compaſſion, T1 
former would have faved them, bi 
the latter only bewaijls their Folly 
.and their Mifery, what they have lol 
becauſe they would not be ſayed. The 
-negleted God's ſeaſon and he departe j 
Hoſea 5. .6. They ſhall go with their flocks 
_and with their berdsto ſeek the Lord 3 By 
they. ſhall not find him $ He hath withdran 
him 41 from them. So John $.2%, Th 
ſaid Jeſus again unto them, 1 g0 my wa) 
_ and ye ſball ſech me, and ſhall dy in your ſins 
mther I go, ye cannot come. | 
It is impoſlible for me to deſcribe 
the Horrour of their Caſe, with 
whom Matters are come to this Ifſue: 
That God reſolves. to let, them alone, tc 


give them up into the Hands of their 
own Counſels, to leave them to theiril t 
- . own Hearts Luſts, ro the Dominion 
L .and Tyranny of their vile A 
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and Inclinations, that they ſhalt be boldew- 


is the- Cords of their own 1niguity, - and 
pithout further Inſtrufion,: or 
Reſtraint, in the mid$3 of their- 
Folly, be left of God to go aſtray. 
When becauſe they would nor 
be purged, they ſhall nor be 


purged, till the Divine Fury be made . 


to reſt upon them. God will let them 


Alone, and ſay, if they will go on to - 


treaſure -vp Wrath againſt aDay of 


Wrath, ene let them dou ; Iftheywill 
harden their Hearts, if they will dye; 


if they are. ſo intent upon their own 
Ruin, as that they refuſe my counſel, 


and {light my Reproofs, and reſiſt my- 


$pirir, and. hate ro be Reform'd; ler 
them take their Courſe, ler them 
walk in the Ways of their own Hearr, 


and ja the Sight of their Eyes, ler * 
chem: -proſecure their own *' fooliſh. 


Choice; I will do nothing to hinder 


it: My Goſpel ſhall nor. inftru& and 

heal them ; My Spirit ſhall not to any . 
good purpoſe longer ſtrive with ther, 

that which is the Sayour of Life, and 

FF the Power of God unto ſalyatiop unta-: . 

F Ochers, thall haye a deadly Sayour 
Wm 9Yato them, 6 | 
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5 * No wotds can expre'the Horronr of 
EZ fach a Caſe. ' And ſuch a Caſe is poſh- 


E ble but we have no certaine” Rule giv | 1: 
& - et us whereby to determine our Judg- ©. 


= ment concerning any particular Per- 
+. fon,ſo as toenable us to ſay poſttidely, 
'- * This is the ſad conditioa of ſuch a Man, 
-- - fuch a Foman : But becauſe many fear 
F- fr is their own Cafe, and the Perſon, 
. whoby a Lettcr defired*me to preach 
E on'this. Subject, is afraid leſt Thing 
E may: already be come to this Iflue, 
*  I'will not now cloſe withour forme Ap- 


-.  . And Paffing over ſeveral Utes that 
> "may be made of this, I ſhall hence 
take Occaſton to Exhort to three 
Things. | LE 


Firſt, To take heed not to paſs a defi- ſ 2c 
gitive Sentence againſt your ſelves, P* 
ww his the ſtate of your own Souls, & 


E - as6 this Judgment. Secondly, However ſl * 

© to apptchend the Danger of approach-MY©© 
& ing to it, if you are under any ill ſti 
F Symptoms of that kind, and beware = 'f 
*. Ofthoſe Things that have'a Tendency i Y 
| £0 ſoſada Doom. Thirdh, Diligently © 'f 
 . £0 improve the Means you are yet un- © Y 
z ger, by the Warnings of the Word, 

£ =>. | conyidi- | | 


WE" on 
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LES" 
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convictions of © Conſcictice, and *thaff 
Motions of the Divine Spirit, that you 
may agony prevent it; That as\Þ 
it is not your Caſe for the preſent, it I 
44 4 oo 2 og EN 

. Firſt, Take, heed of paſſinga define . 
tive Sentence againſt your ſelyes in this \? 
matter, T here is a Time eyen with'the F 
Impenitent and Unconverted,. when | 
God may move their Hearts more /'. 
ſtrongly unto Converſion, than after-.-:* 
wards. And when ſucha I imeis aver 
with thee, thau mayeſt be apt to think .* 
that God hath utterly Abandon'd, and* ©. 
Forfaken thee 3; and be ready to con- /::*} 
ce clade Thy Day of Gr ace is paſt. In . this RO 
ce Scnſe it may be paſt with many. 00g 8 

"W before their Death, and yer their ffate . i# 

not be irrecoverable, T his' is like e- 

f- I Pough to be the Caſe of many of you ? 


o preſent ; bur you need not thereupon 


©7.d 
\ 


ep bur you ſhall be: accepred of 
God, if you are now willing to return 2} 
þ.Y to him. You have no ground toque-" 
1 © ftion whether Chriſt will receive you, =; 
re ©  f you are willing ro come ta-him ; or 
whether pardoning Mercy may be had 
ly if you pciitently forſake your wicked # 

ways, and turn to the Lurd with all 3 
your heart. 
8 | Men *$ 
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© Men that formetly had ſome Moti: 
= 4008. and Helps to Repentance, which 
" "hey Jac, qo and milimproved, and 
+ jobltinately reliſted, may be ſo given up 
+ to their Obſtinacy,: as never to have 
 } ſuch Motions more ; and ſo on hat. 
F. # Account the .Day of -Grace' may be paſt 
-# with divers, But ſuch Perſons are 
{# hardened in Sin, and hate an Holy 
# - Life, oppoſe ſerious Godlineſs, and the 
cans of . their Recovery, G&c. But 
- . I#8. Day of Grace 1s never ſo paſt in this 
E Life with. any Man, as chat he ſhall 
{© not be accepted and pardoned, if he 
{- . dotruly repent. Therefore for a pe- 
=” Nitent returning Sinner to fear his Day 
of Grace isutterly paſt, or tlrat hisRe- 
Ppentance, if it be true, does now come 
too late; This is to contradi the: 
. . Whole Tenour and Scope of the Goſ- 
. pel. Your Caſe may be more dange- 
p: rousthanthat of moſt others, and yet 
& not Irrecoverable. Be ſure it is not, if 
: +you haye nor. ſinn'd that Sin which 
- can't be pardon'd; which in the gene-' 
F.. xal,l firmly believe no man is guilty 
+ of, who is afraid leſt he hath been, or. 
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© -1s ſo guilty. 
E. * .Our Obſtinate continued forſaking. 
of God, is the great {ign of our being! 

_— forſaken 
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ti- 24 | | C 
ch Mforſaken of him : And where that is 
nd Maor the Caſe, you ſhould not Judg fo\ 


"IF 
__ 
{ 
» "Het 
k %Yy 
E 


concerning your ſelves, or others, 


up # ao wt” {5H 
eyen Where it is ſo, for the preſent, - 


rar the Grace. of God may bercjcited for 
all MW many years; and yet we may hope 


rc that ſome Perſons may afterwards 
ly Wbe converted by that Grace,, which ' 
he I before they rejeted. So that we can» 
ut WY nor tell whar God will doasto parti--.;: 
is WI cular Perſons, Neither would --it ;be - 
211 W any advantage for us to know if ſuck . 
he I and ſuch, -be ſo far forſaken of God, 
x- WW 25 that they ſhall neyer be recovered, 


w_— OI $* 
6:22 & 
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k's 


2y WJ Þiit- continue in their Obſtinacy_and 

e- M Impenirency to the End of their Days. 
nc Ml. God hath * nor made it any Man's Du- . # 
hc ry to believe this concerning himſelf, 7 
- I Nor to beleive it concerning any other 1 
e- W particular Perſon. | is 

ct Some of thoſe whoſe Hearts were. 

if once as hard as yours, who ſlighred 

h Chriſt as much, and as long, as you ! 
e- © have done, who diſpiſed many awak- 7 
yy cning Warnings, who refuſed and :; 


2x @-. turn'd their Backs upon many Invicati-- 
BE ons and Calls of the, Goſpel, and re- 
gY fiſted the Spirit of Grace for. a long _: 
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gd.  Therotods don' 4 pak 
þ2dfiaitive Sentence againſt your ſelves, 
"To paſs a Judgment upon our. Scarey 

# and to believe it concern: ng-our ſc; ves, 
wo to nulliry the G1fpel, and c- make 
; —eguexil for 15 tO Repenc and Be- 
L y; eye, which God hath made tv be our 
it Duty. lis a ftoivul preſcribing iimits 
Ki to the Grace of God, r5 ſay, /t hath 
'. waited on me ſolong, it "wil, a can wait nd 
F=5 Pf ie | 
Secondly, However oepreend the 

| Dinger of the preſemt Caſe, if you are. 

” treider any ſuch Symptoms as havea 
ens to ſo ſevere a J.idgment as 

* this is It may be you have lined: 

- your ſelves into hardnes of Heart, 
F*: you are not aftcted with the Word 

E Preachcd as formerly ; that you donot' 
E find ſuch Impreflions by it ; ; that the 
F. KED of the Spirir, With the. 
: Word, that were formerly ſtrong, do: 
"; how feem to ceafe. You are not 74 afs. 
 Fefted with the Evil of Sin, wich ſuch | 

& as Sorrow, and birter, Repenrance 

as formerly, thorhy fins be moſt highs ! 

ly aggravated; And arc litcte affetted 

bi tac fins of others z .. You! are more, 
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ſerceleſs, ſtupid, and ſecure under the 


auilt of great Proyocatians, than ifor- 


nerly : Andthis,notwihſtanding ſome: 
okens of God's Dilpleaſure ; Oy af- 
flitive Rebukes of Providence. It 


may be you have takenup with aftuit-+ © 
leſs, barren, empty Profeſſion of Reli-. - 


pion, for a long Time ; joynd” with 
e Negle& of the inward Spiritual 


Part of Godlineſs, Mortification of Sin, © 


atchfulneſs over Four Hearts, Gas 
ernment of your Thotights, Paſſions; 
and Sences, ©&c. And haye gone on in 


wry 
- 8 
L\ A 


a ' 

+3 

© i 
% ” 
OO 4 


x 
>," 
ON 
5 
$2 


: 

. 2 
Ul 

% 


oe x 
T7 x 
+7 6 

.'N 
*+ me 


2 - 


a "8 
As 
0 


A 2 
vt 

» Tv 4 
L- 
* —_ 
HF v- 
bt, 
"75 


a forma] Courſe and Round, of ſome . 


external Duties;without Hearr,or Life, 


dr Quickning ;. and this contrary to' _ 2? 


your Convictions, Reſolutions, and 
repeated Promiſes, &c. This cafe: is 
exceeding ſad, and ſinful, and Ged'only 
knows mire it will Hoe, if deep ang 


gocly Repentance do net awaken you. 


"x 0u oughtto apprehend iro be indeed' 


a very provoking, and dangerous Caſe, but 


Wegner deſperate. rd 
Nay, let me go further, Secret Pray- 


7, it may be, hath been negleRed for 
a. Time, or performed with ſo much 
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coldneſs, that you now Trembleto think'+ 


ow: low you arc ſunk : Or which is: 
much worſe, it may be you do a9 
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”* 32 The FirſffSetmon, 
E> "Tremble. The Power of Conſcience 
-< 3$ind great meaſure loſt, both in re- 
E | fttaining from Sin, and in checking for 
- It, You can now more calily ſtifle 

Convyj&ions, rebel againſt Light, and 

'venture upon a known fin, indulge 

ſecrer Luſt, and allow your ſelves thoſe 

'T hings fram day to day, which for- 
_ mierly you could not without ſharp 
Rebukes of Conſcience : And ſuch 
Preaching, and ſuch Helps as did once 
ſtartle, awaken, and quicken you, 
have now lictle or no ſuch Effet ; This 
is indeed unſpeakably diſmal. O ! how 
'- Jow are ſuch fallen ? how difficulr, 

how ſorrowful muſt be the awakening 

and Recovery of ſuch Backſliders } 

What can be ſaid toſuch Perſons ? and 7 
why fhould they nor. fear the Judg- 'T 
" Went of this Text ? leſt God give then 
upto their own Hearts Luſtis. Tam ffi C 
far from diſcouraging ſuch a Fear, © 
that] would by all Means awaken it. 
Therefore I ſay ir would be Juſt wick 
God, to caſt thee off, and God would 


be Righreous, if he reje thee utcer- a 
ly, if he forſake thee for Ever, ifhe .. 


'F L never ſtrive with thy Heart more, 
pit Never Providence or Sermon doÞ 5 
[« 8009 jnore:- This wonld be Fafl 
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But at the ſame Time let Hope be inter- "3 
mingled with Fear; there fs much $ 


| Te> . - bf 

for Cauſe to Fear, bur there is none to Deſ- © 
ide WY pair, the one is a_Duty, and the other 
and Ml @ Sin: And ifthe Contideration of your * .:3 


e 2 fin and Danger, begin to melt and 
of: WM wollify your Heart, then know that 
2. WM Chriſt came not to call the Righteous, 

= but Sinners, to Repentance ; and mercy 7; 

1ch | May yetbe had ; be takes pleaſure in them 5 

that bope in his Mercy it is by bope' we are 7 

ou WM ſaved. Therefore aggravate your fins, 
hi; and the grounds of your Feat, -and 
owl be Danger of your perijhing to Ecer- 


ale, nity : Bur dor't lit down. in Deſpon- - 7 
ing dency ;don't yeild your ſelves to per= '3% 
Go 1ſh> withour ſtriving to prevent it, Fall. + 
_ down before, his Mercy- Seaty . ſtudy © 

WW rhe Nature, and Promiſes of the Co- 


venant of Grace, and fly to Chriſt, ac- 
| cording to the general [nvication, and 
Call of the Goſpel to that End. | 
 Thwd!y;if your Hearts begin ro melt; 
.and rfiove within you, who have ap- X% 
'prehended your ſelves in Danger of 3 
"this SORmenr, if you are yet under 7; 
the (jrivings of the Spirit, (as your 
e = VE Sollicitude and Fear about it, 
33} 22d Delire of Affiſtance, doth Imply,) 
ff then 1 would beſeech you to ſer pre® Þ 
EIT - © .ſently. of 
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© Tently 'to work our your Salvation 
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with all Diligence.Let notthe Di@ates 
P of an awakened Conſcience be huſh'd, 
F and filencd : Cherith and obey the 
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holy Motions of the Spirit 3 Ler not 
your preſent Convictions and Reſolu- 
tions become abortive, for want of. 
Meditation, and Prayer. and adviſing 


E with your Miniſters, and. Judicious, 


Faithful Friends. Eſpecially take heed 


of extinguiſhing the Senciments of an! 
[awakened - Conſcience by new Guilt, 
and freſh Tranſgreſſions. While Con: 


ſcience is thus at Work, your Conver- 
flon .is more probable, and hopeful 
now than formerly : If you quench 
not the Motions of the Spiric, and pro- 


F.. voke him to leave voy. If you will 


but -hearken to his Voice and follow 
his Counſel, and not again harden 
your Rearts : If you would op carneſt- 
ly implore, and thankfully entertaine, 


» and carefully improve his'noly - Influ-! 
, | 


ences... ; 

Is it not of higheſt Importance, that 
you'do ſo without Delay ? When: 
your Breath is in-your Noftrils, and the ; 
Day of your Life, and your Day of Grace, 
way both be. ended before ts morrow Morn- 


7ng, Should not the Kindneſs of God 


' +  oyercome 


vercome you?. That Mercy iseffeged Þ 

3:ſuch returning Back{lidggs,ſhould 

.not be a_. meking, tranſporting » +? 

thought, for ſuch 25 you to canſiders, 

ac Chriſt invitcs you to coma. ta-him, 

'yau are weary and heavy Jagen, and 

roimiles: Reſt. Read Judges, 9th the 

zrer End, tor your Encauragmeet, 

there God having delivered hisRea- 

le,and they yer forſook him, jt-is {gigs - +Þ 

nat be would detiuer them ng more, but ' 8 

id them go to the Gods rhey had” ' ? 

hoſen 2 Bur they cryed to him, and 

wned from their evil Ways, and his 

oul was greived for them) and he did 

liver them. They cryed heartily, Lord, - 

> unto us what ſeemeth thee good, only de= 

ver us, ſodo you in like Manner, and 

bere is yet Hope; Gv in iecret, and 

ell him, that ir is the Deſire of your 

ouls,-now to rerurn to him, beg his. 

anCtitying Spirit with ucmoſt impor- 

unity, plead the Vertue of the Blood 

f Chriſt, ſay unto him, Lord do with 

ve what thou wilt ; aflit me how thau. 

leaſeſt, ſtrip me of all my pleafant 3 

Things, if that may ſerve the Ends -\& 

df thy Glory; only ler not thy holy Spirit 
Worlake me; only deliver me out of _. AY 
We hands of my, Luſts; break theſe my 

on 80-42 3 - Onan ff 
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=" TheFirftSermon. | 
> Chaits, knock off theſe Fetters ;fa 
me from my fins, and from | 
Wrath ; accept me for thy Coven 
ſervant, write thy Law upon m 
Heart, that I may walk in thy Ways 
And whatever thou give me, or wha 1 
ever thou deny me, Lord, for Zell 
- Chriſt's - ſake, never give me up tomy 01 
Hearts Lufls, that T ſhould be left to lil” 
. 7.my opn Counſel. Amen, 


a 's OE 
ol The Second Sermon. 
L | . 
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Plalm LXXXT. 12. 


I gave thers up to their own Hearts 
—ﬀſ ſts: and they welked in their own 


Connſels. 


\ 


E can never look back to our 

PLmnive ſtate, conſideriug- 

ow richly and plentifully 

the Bounty of our Maker 

Jad provided for us , without admi-_ 
Wong Thovghts of his Beneficence and- .. 
Windneſs : And yet, if we view. the 
"Wivine Compaſſion unto -guilty and 
Woellious Man fince the Fall, and 
ow many obſtacles his Grace over- 
ame ; This Jatter will be Judged to 


rpaſs his former - Bounty to Innocent, > 


! 


EX . "The Second Sermon,” * 
E#- Man, For before the Entrance of fin 
the Current of Divine Love met wit 
nothing to obſtrutt irs paſſage, rhe; 
was nothin; to difcourage 1ts Exe 
ciſe towards an Innocent and Obcdi 
ent Creature : But now .fin hat 
made a grear gult berwixt God all 
us; We arc in a ftate of Enmity, ant 
Hoſtility againſt Him ; which ſes 
value upon tiie Power, and Freent 
of the Grace imployed to” Recove 
and ſave us: | 
And yer, after all this diſplay of t 
unſearchable Riches of Grace , ail 
Love in. the Work of our Redempt 
on, It is a queſtion 'whether our wl 
ful, provoking Obſitinacy againſt Ga 
' bent more aſton ſhings> than his ur 
deſerved Compafſhon and Love to ug 
thar in contradiction to all the Prind 
ples of Reaſon? and latcreſt, we ſhoul 
ſlight his Kindneſs, and deſpiſe ht 
glorious Love, and retuſe his Grad 
\. the only Remedy that can ſave us 
Thar when he wuikers to be Reconcild 
to us, and intreats us to be Reconcild 
to him, we will not hearken to bf 
Voice : | rat we ſhould pirliit in olfers 
©. cholen Diſtatice, and Eſftrangment lea 
k. and ſay, Iz will baue none of him Ne wn 


jim deparc from us, we deſire not the 
tnowledge of his ways; We care for 
o Reconciliation to him, or Com- 
union with him, or any.ſhare inthe 
appincis he offers to confer upon 
$ Were not this very highly pro- _ 
oking, - the Blefſed God would nor 
Mmplain of it, as he doth: and Repreoach 
with it, -as he aiſo doth, in many 
laces, and particularly in «is, My 
People would not hearken to my Voice, and 
rae] would none of me,; ſo Teavethem 
p, &c. Both Exprefſions are in the 
ture, though wetranſlate them as al- 
eady inflicted : The Original ſigni: 
Ss that God world deal fo ſeverely 
ith them, The Aggravations of 
is Complaint of God concerning 
ſrael have been already mentioned, 
, = | propoſe now to diſcourſe of 
'TI1S. | 


- Firſt, That it is matter of moſt Juſt- 

zomplaint, and moſt heavy | Re- 

roach, when any People or Perſon 

111 not hearken tothe Voice of God. 

- Wecondly, Thar for any wilful f1n- 

ersto be given up byGod to their own 
Wicarts Lufts, and left to walk in the.r 

Wn Counſels, is one of the moſt fear-"._., <3 
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? fal Judgments that can be threatneq] 
or inflicted. 

- In \\ſ{peaking to the Second Gener}] 
z -.J propoſedto ſhew, Firſt, Whar it isfo 
- God to give Men up to their oy 
Hearts Lufts. And that ſuch a thin 


L- "there may be, and is, *as Gods giving 


men over to'their falſe Imagination 
- and *Conceprions of things ; their i 
ordinate D:ſires and irregular Paſſions 
- their wicked Projects and Contrij 
E ances for the folfilling of their variou 
*” Luſts, &c. When he gives them uj 
EZ  totheſe Luſts, he caſts rhem out of h 
\** ſpecial Care and ProteRtion, fo as the 
become an eaſy prey to the Devi 
And the Hebrew word which we tran 
ſlate give up, is often uſed for tl 
. Caſting ont a People our of their Cour 
try,.as in 44. Pal. 2. Such Pcrſcnsa 
alſo left of God under the Tyrann 


» and Dominion of their Luſts, withc 


# thoſe Reſtraints of Providence an 
& Grate which before they had. Wh 
- ' more may be intenacd in ſuch an 


preſſion, will appear 1n fpeaking tt 
the Second Head, viz: WE 

8 To ſkew by what Reps and Degrees, 
L God doth execute, and inflict ſuch a Judg 
:.. ment upon them, And.then, Thirdly,l 
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hall ſpeak ſomerhing further of the 
Preadfulneſs of this Judgment, and ſo - 
[pply the whole. 

f By What ſteps or Degrees the 
Bleſſed God doth uſually proceed in - 
infliting ſuch a Judgment as this. For 
the better underſtanding of this, I muſt 
premiie by way of Caurion. 2 

1. That Whatever Method istaken 
in the Execution of ſo ſevere a Doom, ' 
we mult remember there is a great _;; 
depth of Obſcurity irf theſe Judgments. 
of. God; There is foin all his works + 
of Judgment, bur eſpecially in ſuch as _ 
do more immediately relate to the 
Souls of Men. We know very little -:: 

| of the manner of Gods Influence up- } 
on mens Spirits, and therefore ſhould ; 3 
be very humble and wary, modeſt 7 
and cautions in otir Expreſſions about +} 
- it. And yer from what we obſcrve.of Þ 
ſuch ſpiritual Judgments, we may cry * # 
\ out. with the Apoſtle, Rom. 11. 33 O 
*\ the depth of the Ricbes both. of the Wiſdom _ 4 
and Knowledg of God ! How unſearchable - '4 
'gre his Judgments, and his IWays paſt find» 
zag out ! We know very little of the' 
manner ofthe Holy Spirit's Influence, ** 
in forming rhe Image of God upon - 3 
the Soul 3 and much leſs concerning... 


al a4; oy Derinor. 0 
© © the manner ofthis Puniſhment in the. 
. :PFext; whereby men are hardened in 
>. fin through the righteous Judgment 
& of God, totheir Eternal Ruine. How: 
ever, 

2. Remember, I his is a Zudicial A 
in God, not an arbitrary thing, that: 
| depends upon meer Will and Pleaſure, 
& Withour any reſpe@-to the Apgrava- 
- "tions of Mens wilful Rebellion. and: 
© finning againſt Light. Ir is ſuch a 
B Jodgracnr as ſuppoſes very hainous 
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& . Provocations to precede it. The jn- 
FE ſtance of the Jews doth abundantly 
= Prove thisz with whom the Patience of 
| - God did long bear,” and his Spirit 
5 tive 3 But they alwates rejiſted the Holy 
+ Ghoſt, Ads7. 51. From generation ro 
-. gencration, maintainingthe war againſt 
- the Divine Spirit, till be turned to be 
_ their Enemy, and fought againſt them. 1a. 
#. 63. 9, 10. And then their Doom is 
E. pronounc'd in a moſt ſolemn manner, 
2 with tetrible and aſteniſhing Prepara- 
tions for it, Iſa. 6. By a glorious Appae 
E tition of the grear God in the Tem-, 
E. ple, which. made the Propher cry our, 
W- am undone, 8c, The tcartul mcffage 
E he was to deliver, to that People, was 
that gy -10. v. Hear ye indeed, but under- 

= ſtand 
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fand net; ſee ; ye indeed, Þut perceive nat x 
make the Heart of this peop.e fat, and their 
ears heavy, and ſhut their Eyes, leſt they ſee 


with their Eyes, and hear with their Ears, 


and underſtand with their Heart, and con- 
wert, and be healed. This Doom we 
find with great Awfulneſs repeated in 


the new Teſtament by our Saviour, 


Mat. 13. 14. Luk, B. 10. 12. Jobn 49. 


And aiterward by the Apoſtle Paul 1} 
'when he was teſtitying againſt the ob- # 


ſtinare Infidelity of the. Zews at Rome, 


Rom.11-$. We may therefore clear the 


Righteouſneſs of God in this marter, by. 


conſidering tne true Account -and Chas . 


rafter of Thoſe, whom. we find in 
Scripture, or believe by Experience, 
to have been given up ta their own 


Hearts Lhſts: The Wickedneſ#of Pha- ; 
roah was riſen to a very provoking #} 
height, - before God is ſaid to harden 
him, which was not till after che faxth 2 
| The impenitent Cnnanites 7 
had 4to Years,” b:rfore God gave. 4 
them over, and their meaſure was full, . 4 
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Joſh: 11, 19. This therefore, as it is one 24 


Plague. 


the laſt. 


the 
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of the ſevercſt Judgments, ſo it 1s one of 
This alſo may admit of Degrees with: 
reference tro ſeveral Perſons. For. 3 
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© there is a partial, as well as a total for? 
E {aking of God, and being forſaken of 
him. There are ſome who fin againſt 
E their Light, and refuſe the Grace of 
- the Goſpel, and may for a time be for- 


Pe, 
oe 


- 1s God unrighteous, that he taketh Yen- 
* Fence? Rom 3. 5. 

ESL. I would Af premiſe, That the 
EHbolineſs *&f*God muſt be cleared , as 
= well as his Jufice, Though. he give 
Ethem- up to their own Hearts Luſts, 
Et is not by a. conſenting, approving 
EAR, with reference to the fins they 
Eafterwards commit 5; much leſs that 
E God. inclines their - Hearts to fin, or 
© infuſes, or ſuggeſts evil to them. . Ir is 
Enot that ' He gives them Indulgence 
and.” Leave, with his Conſent and Ap- 
probation, to -ſcrye and fulfil any of 
Ethoſe Luſts. The ſpotleſs unchanga- 
Eble Parity of the Divine Nature, 
which hates every ſin, cagnot conſiſt 
Ewith this, Ze cannot be tempted with Evil, 
© neither tempteth any man-.to evil, 


| 'There- 


© fſaken and left of God, and yer his Spi- | 
© Tit afterwards ſtrive again ; Whereas - 
'- +with others he may never ſtrive more.” 
- However in ail theſe Caſes there is 
E-areat Provocation that does precede, 
& fo that we may ſay with the Apoſtle, 
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Therefore ſuch Exprefſions as Exek: * 
20. 39. As for you, O Houſe of Iſrael, 
thus Fl the Lord, go you nop every one 
and ſerve his Idols. Such Expreflions 
muſt be raken in an Jronical ſenſe, That 
is, *Go ſee whether the ObjeAs- of 
your Truſt, and Confidence can 
C {ave you ina time of Calamirys Go 
© to the Gods that: you have ſerved, 
© and fee whether they will help you, 
Efor 1 will not- Ir is like the Ex. 7 
preflion, Matth, 26. 46, Sleep vn now 
and take your Re, for bebald he cometh, 4 
' by whem the Son of . man is to be betrayed. ©: 
I deſired you to watch with me, but 3 
you would not.; and that ſeaſon is now 7 
aſt, Sleep on now, if you can, When _ 
atan blinds the Minds of men, he doth.©..# 
it by ſtrengthening of their fin, he. 
doth it by ſinful ſuggeſtions, and the 3 
+ like 2 Bur the Blefied God doth nor * 
- thus- give men wp to fin $ No- ſuck 7 
Darkneſs can come from theFountain 7 
of Light. . ; RE 
Theſe things being premiſed, letus 7 
+ Conſider ſome of thoſe ſteps, by which :;3 
God preceeds in this matters as Sctip--:;i 
ture, Reafon, and Experience may 2 
dire& us Though after all, there .'2 
\is2 Depth in chefe Judgments of God, 3 
mo rn nt ge nn "1 _— 
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4 © 'SecondSermon. 

”. which none are able fully to Explain, 
* 1. When God forbears ro AMig, 

.." and to reſtrain men from- fin, by the 
E” Rod of CorteGion, and the Rebukes 
of his Providence: Or doti nat ſanRi- 
| fie ſuch: Rebukes for their Reforma: 
tion. We little think . whither' we: 
-- fhould wander,ii God did pot beds up our 
ways with Thorns, - Hy. 2.46, 7. It he' 
did not by his Providence make a 

. Wall. thatwe ſhould not;be able ro find. 

& our ſirfu] Paths; thar. we ſhould not 
I Is able ro make Provition-for our Luſls 
E araczcaly rate, or have {p much fewel 
& for them 'as we delire, My. Pcople 
2 | Tearl, ys God by the Propher, was 
E. reſolved: to go after her Lovers; but 
| Gad Gays; will make her rerurn back 
206 capſylion. | She ſhall fiad an im- 

E thle hedge of Thorns in her way; 
A Ra flop her: Cour IA wad make a. 
E.. a Wall, as in-the Original, 
E and.dbeYhall not find = Pack Tho: 
ſhe follow after ber Lovers, ſhe ſhall nat overs | 
| rok fol them The {bal ſeek lem, but ſhall not * 

I em; - | 
-The like Expreflion y you have 2, Lt: 
b orent. 7, 9. He bath lgdged me aljout that 
E7 caunot. get out,” he bath incloſetl me with 
= None, Some by, gs Fengrs of WW" 
Education, C 


Rees <A ie "Fa 
Education, as they-call it, and are glad *3 
zhen they can ſhake them off; Some } 
by the want of Money, or Intereſt, or 
Power, - ro accompliſh their wicked . 
urpoſes, have their Way hedged -3 
Sometimes by bodily Pains, and ſick- 
nels, God epens the Fars of men, and ſeals * 
Isſtrudtion to them, that be may withdraw 
Man from his Purpoſe, and bide Pride . 
rom Man, Job 33. 17, 18. God is here-' 
a. very merciful to many. Young 
Perſons eſpeciaily ſhould confider it, : 
o whom it 1s a Kindneſs to have ſin 
nade difficult rothem : For if they had 
o much Liberty as they would deſire, 
and /o much Money at command as-thes 
ould wiſh, and were let aloge by:thejr 
huperiours to do as they pleaſe; and Þ 
ive as they liſt, without any check, ' 
rr fear of loſing the favour of thoſe: - >; 
n whom they depend, or from whom 
ey have their ExpeCtation 1 If things 
were thus with them, they know not 
Munto what Ekceſs. and. Height of fin 
. Whey ſhould run. So for 'Healrh, and 
 WBodily ſtrength, the abating of theſe 
Fmay be a merciful Reſtraint. from 2 
ſome ſort of fins. The very weaknels, $ 
Hof our Conſtitutions, may bea means 5 
to aye us from ſome kind of Temp: _# 
—_ —_ tations, 
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& rations, which - others in vigorous 
Health do ſtruggle with, and ate over: 
E  comeby. Sofor diſappointments 1n the 
. - World, Diſcountenance and Difgrace, 


and other ſuch things, that are apt to 
' _ humble and aillit che Mnd. Ihe 
E * more of theſe Reſtraints God is pleaſd 
| to take fromus, ic may ſofall out, tha 
E, the more Angry he therein appzares to 
& be. Eſpecially it former affliCtive 
E _  Rebukes of Providence, haye been mik 
E: improved : There being hardly 1 
&. moreterrible place-in the whole Bible 
Ethan that threatenifig of God, Hof. 4 
E T3, If. Your Daughters ſhall comm 
5 Whoredom, and your Spouſes ſhall comm 
- Adultery ; And. T will not puniſh you 
E:'» Dakghters when they commit Whoredom, ne 
F.- - Jour \Spouſes when they commit Adultery, 
E 0 quanta Pena, nulla Pena ! It is th 
E;.- greateſt Judgment, or the fore runner 
E. of that which is ſo. when' God abſtain 
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they may ſmoothly go on, and: walk; 
yakcr their own Counſels, inthe Parks 
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that lead to the Chambers -of Death. 7 
 How' many Toung Perſens hath God 
'been kind to, by thoſe Reſtraints of "3 
Providence, which he takes off from' + .3 
others ? How -hath he hedged and |} 
walled up your Way } He hath made- _ -; 
-It more difficult fot you to fin; you #7 
cannot do as others, without ſuffering 
'more than they ; either in your Repu- 4 
'tation, or your temporal Intereit 
your Health, &c. - And* yer we fin . =» 
notwithſtanding all this, many ſuch : 
'Will not be divorced from theit belov--.-X 
ed Luſts. As one of the Antients ſpeaks ''Þ 
Sf concerning Philotimus, who had weak=.. 3 
W cnocd his Conſtitution, and impaired” **% 
offi his Health, as the EfeR of his Interg-:."'j 
W perance and Rior: And being told .y 
'the Phyſicians , that if he would reſi 
forbear, and preſently break off ij 
licentious Courſe, thathe muſt cerrali- 
1y loſe his Eye-ſeght : There was tio A 
help for him, bur in a lictle crime he 8 
would be Blind : He'preſently anſwers- *3 
the Phyſician thus, Yalcat lumen amicum, 8 
*Farewell , O pleaſant and deſirable* 3 
no Light, rather than nor ſin on, as have 
ut done , I am content never to behold the | 3 
1kBT-ight of the Sun more. Will thee 
iy Bleſſed God, think you, be unrightomey 
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42 $ Ye — fi Tek vblred , to 
I aſking Darkneſs? Or to givethem 
Z 00 naw. ; thoſe Luſts, that ttfey are fo 
1 _— whe he hath Deſigns of Mex: ; 
3 F- to x he. will not, leaye chemto. go: 
" an: without, CoftQjzon. As _many0s A 
-. love, I rebuke and chaſten, If you will 
by cbs reclaimed by one Rods you ſhalk 
Th another, and; a third. anda fourth 
6 gu will not, for all thistyrn two the; 
Lord, 1 will yct, puniſh, you. ſever. times) 
TI ur Intquuies, Lemt, 26. 18, In , 
''R JoKls. is, God doth not. ſpare, that 
ED6. may: Pay. ms. doth - nqx.ſeera to. 
Y pars Mercy aj. hg my have, meoay ; 
HH not. forhe bear his od pf hat wa 
py, forbcar. we ins; He, will. nor les 
9.4 lang, that he may.nox.he-forced uri 
ter] RP. abandon us $, He will rebuke. 
: agd ſten, that, we. may not harden. 
br ſelves unto our, Fre 1 Rujne, 'M:.. 
henever. you - behold. a- wicked 
We thriveand flouriſh in the Worlds " 
hen you, Tee him, prolyct io his; 
- Trade, -and b calling. of h Is Riches, M13, 
A | priding himſelf- in hiaPoress Y. 5 FI. 
Hog fee. him ſtrong. and: healt | | 
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wing m his Fas 

SG, and in his Cloſer, and live like a 
e720 God in the World ; 

u_ behold ſuch ſpeRacles, 

&y of he Accompliſhment of fuck 
Scriptures, where God threatens 

i to foxbear to puniſh ſuch and 


auch Fhis' is the Mvthod, 
ws fordearing wait. joy 


| >. By taking away the Pxternal 2 
cans VE nt and Grace * ..N 
xhcrwiſe dilpofing 'of Ferfons fo ol 4 
ble) bs en IN N 
tory 
x0t., ake evil of that way, be® 3 
hes the er Fool departed: from thenyi . "Þ 
God canpmues: notthe outward means 
in fuck places, or the perſorreemoys \- 
into remote: parts - of the worldy' 4 y 
where the Gofpel of Chriſt is not F- 
Knows, 'Fhus when lewd and diſobes 
againÞ God 
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E” . Zadies, to ſuch” Places, where the Gol 
pel is not preached. And by thy 
left to walk in thei 


yen over, and 
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Santification not - being concithned, or 
improved, it looks fearfal as to fuch 
Perſons's More eſpecially if They 
e unaffeQed, and unconcerned ittheir 
wn Danger in.theſe Circumſtances. 
3. God is ſaid topour upon men a 
Sprrit of Slumber, and dcep Slcep, to 
luffer chem to harden their Hearts, and 


tupify. their own. Conſciences the - \': 


more,by every thing they cnjoyzſo that 
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though the external Means be continu- . 


ed... yer none of the divine Meflages 


will be received, nor the moſt uſeful 
Miniſtry do them any good 2? nor the 


WProvidential goodneſs of God leacth 

Feo.Repentance. All their carthly poile! 
Wons, and tempoxaiBleſſings ſhall-beoot 
ſnates, and ſtumbling blocks, FeriGan: 
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TE erefore thus faith the Lord, behold, 1nff *; 


them:The neighbour and his friend fball 


lay Humbling blocks before this People, and: J 


EY 
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the fathers qnd the ſons tagether ſhall fall upon . 


MBurthis is after they.have wilfully hard-.$ 


Fened themſelves. So itiwas with Pharoab "oy 
When: be had obſtinately hardened hzs _..3 


| | Own Heart, Exod. 7. I 4» Os chap. I9, 32. 4 
Mer. After that, upon his continued :: 


MY cd. bim,. 9. chap. 12. and 16. ver.. And 


” © cauſed him to ſtand up, or raiſed ibim 
© Þ ip, that is, kept bim- alive, whei he 2 
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4 | Obſtinacy, God declares that he barden= * 
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t geſetved to be cutbffby a quick ani 
}  fudden DeſtruRtion for this very cnd 
that he might ſhew in nm tns Power. So pro: 
yoking was. his former Obſtinacy, and 
-Incorrigibleneſs. Thus are men the faul 
ty Cauſe, by choſen wiltul Blindneh 
and Hardneſs, before theyare forſaken 
and left of God under ſuch a Judgment, 
4. Another ſtep is God's righteou 
Retuſal- ro continue that influence of 
the divine Spirit, with the externd 
. Meatis: of. Grace, which men have 
abuſed and forfeired. Without thi 
# - Influence there cannot be a Day & 
- C{ibtund Poper underthe Goſpel Dif 
#. petnfarion; Buth which are neceſſary 
to.make our day of Gtace, Burt when 
E any People or Perſon have rebelled: 
 Spamſt God, and vexed bis holy Spirit, 


E / he may ccaſctofirive with their Hearts 


by ay gracious Influence : When ht 
E hath knocked often, and they would! 

= not open; ſuch inward Motions of the YWg41 
Spirit, as they formerly had, they may Wi: 
"  haveno more; andſo they are forſak+ 

en of God. But whether teraly and 
#ally, fo as not to return apain, is more- 
' than we can ſay of particular Perſors, 
_£ill the Event ſhew it. Bur ic is that 


which Men haye reaſon to fearzac- B © 
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nds proceeding, Ho now diſthey "7 
he Voice of his Word and Spirit. a 
Might Juſtly COUNTY. the Influetl 
5Ff his Spirit from them, and 


$ 
hem up to DeftruMon 3 and 68 ls 
vc 3 thieir Day of Grace may Be 
mided: before they dye 3 and their not be- 
ieving or being cotiverted, will cr- 


aſtly follow. John 12. 3c, 40. \ 
| 3. Ariother ſtep is, de God ſends 
Frong Delafions, whereby men believe Lyes, 
that they may be damned, 2 Theſ. 3.11% 
This is ſevere Dae, bur being afte 
vbſtinace Refuſal of fiis Grace, it T 
righteous ſeverity. For this is chreateh- 
as the Puniſhment of backſliliÞpk; 
-hriſtian Chatches, 4gainſt ſuch WHS 
would nor receive the Truth ihthe 
ove of it.The Deceived and the Decerver 
are his, 7ob 12.16, - Ds 
Now God may do 'this two ways ; 
WF , By permitting Deceivers, ak 
Wfalſe Teachers, ro ſpeik ind Att at that 
Face of Cunning ahd coloar of Truth, 
* that it is yery difficult to refiſt or with- 
Rind the ſnitc. And therefore we | 
read of the coming of the Man of fin 
with all ſigns, and lyins Wonders, of with 


© | Wonders to confirm coſe Lyes. This 


- Þ God forerold and warned the Jews of 


56 FTheSeconvSermon. 
I 2. God may give Men up to ſtrong 
\ Deluſions, by raking away the Aﬀliſt- 
 anceofReaſon and a clear Judgment 
diſtinguiih between things that differ, 
[Thus Men wreſt the holy Scriptures to they 
own Deſtruftion, 2 Pet. 3. 16. Which 
'they could not do without his Prov 
dence, and Permiffion. And whe: 
the Gentiles had ſinned highly againl 
the Light of Nature, God gave them 
over to a Reprobate Mind, Rom. 1.26. « 
to a mind uncapable of Judging, as the 
word imports ; a blind unjudiciow 
Mind, that could not examine, ot 
diſtinguiſh berween Truth and Falf- 


hood., This is as conſiſtent with the the 
| WuHce of God (contidering it as the] pre 
uniſhment of former Guilt, as theFW it! 
depriving us of any of our ſenſes would 3s 
0) 


And without ſome ſuch thing aſ8.to 
this, it will be impoſſible to give an Li 
Account of the Growth, and Picyalen-ſ} of 
cy of the many ridiculous, abſurd} ty 

oArines, and PraQices of Popery. It W 
cannot otherwiſe be accounted for, i H 
that ſuch Fooleries as are to be found 
in their Opinions and Worſhip, ſhould 
. ever be received, believed, complied, 
Qwith, and pleaded for, by Men other- 
Fiſe of Judgment and Learning ; Bur. 
"MP it 
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It is*to be feared that they are given over 
to ſtrong Delujions to believe Lyes. 

| There re many othersthat are no 
Papiſts, whom. this may concern, who, - 
after a great Profeſſion, bave fallen 
back into ſecret Wickedneſs, and at 
laſt into more open Crimes, againſt 
Convictions and Reſolutions, Promilſes 
and former Experience. Many ſuch 
in the laſt Age, aud ſome in this, have 
been | thus left of God, to run into 
ſtrange Enthuſiaſm, and real Fanati- 
ciſm, to receive che moſt extravagant, 
and ſometimes Cn ag Opinions; 
to eſpouſe and plead for them, againſt. 
the plaineſt Reaſon, and the moſt ex- 
preſs Scripture that can be. Bur uſually 
it may be obſerved, the DoQrines they 
receive, and the new Lights they fol- 
low, are ſuch as tend to Licentiouſneſs, 
al to encourage the Gratification of their- 
ol Lufts, that they can fin on by the help 
1 oftheſe Opinions, with greater Securi- 
dE ty and Pcace, 'i his is another fiep, 
It Y whereby men arc given up totheir own 
p, | 
| 


Hearts Luſts. | ; 
LASTLY, When God gives ſpe- - } 
cial Permiffion to the Devil, the great 2: 
Enemy of Souls, to exert his Power,.-. . ; 
and Malice,in blinding and defiror ns " ij 


Sinners, 
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We to | not fulkeraty conſt de 

der what we owe to Gods ReſtrainM* 
 6f Snan, that we are not more ſncceſ- 
fully rempted t6 deny.the Faith, and 
calt off the yoke of Chriſt When br, 

Spirit of the Lord departed from $ 
an Evil Spirit from the Lord i Ne 

ro trouble and puniſh him, aiid oe 
. filled his heart with Rage and Crue: 
, x Sam. ' 16, 14. Sore evil Spir 
wg leave from God v4 ſeduce Ahab, 
ings 22. 21z 22. Who ated li 
ccesfully to deceive arid — 

Fo he fag pet be hi, ſays our Apoſtle i 
32 bid to them that are hb; + Cor. 3. 4. _ 

* MWhoſe eyes are blinded by the God of this b 
FPorld. x 
 - HE js teady todo us all the miſchief 
| he can, if Gol reſtrain him not. -What 
== ! gijer had he over the Bodies of ſome 
{. Man, in the days of our Sayiotir ! He 
world: thanifeſt 25 much over thitir 
; Sth to, if God did but give him leave. 
 TheRed Dragon went out to deceive IF: 
the Nations, we read in the 4pocifyps, 
 Asto thoſe whoare judictdlly left of 
| God, and'given upto their bhyrHeatrs 
Y M ults, it my come to this; atfd fome- . 
es dar ſo; that God ledves tlitga to | 
the prove of Sian to dcteiyeani fas 
nc 
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fac them, abd they are fed captive by bim 
- this wil; How diſmal muſt the Cafe 
of ſuch Perſons be ! Which. btings me 
to conſider, 4. | 
. W. T HE Severity of this Judg- 
ment, Beſides what has been faid 
concetning it already, let me. add & 
few Particulars. LO 

I. The Severity of this Judgtntnt 
will appear, if we conſider that it is 
never inflicted but after many preceed= 
ing Provocations, upon habitual and 
obltinate ſinners. . For fins: agaihft 
Light and Knowledge, prefumptuous 
and repeated T ranſgrefhons, ſuch fot 
which there was 'ho ſacrifice Ippointed 
under the Law, Numb. 15:30. - 

2 The Severity of chis: Judgaetit 
may. be argued from the SubjeE of itz 
it falls upon the Soul, it doth eſpecially 
reſpe&t that, as its immediatySubXkR. 
The diſmal Effets of it reach tb the 

WM Soul: The Beauty and Comtlineſs of 

- Ml the Soul is hereby ſpoiled : For what 

I thore diſmal SpeRtacle can there be, 
than ſuch a man thus left of God ? The 
Honour and Dignity of the Soul is. 
hereby debaſed; for meh given upto 
their own HeartsLuſts arc almoſt trans: 
tormed into Beaſts, 


3» Be- 
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* 3. Becauſe the moſt diſhonourable 
Slavery follows upon it. They are left 
- under the. Power and Rage of their 
own Luſts; and did you know what 2 
Slavery that is, you would rather beg of 
God:that you might fall into the Hand 
.of the .moſt barbvarous and cruel Ty- 
rant in the World, than to be lefr un- 
der the Dominion of your own Luſis. 
4 Becauſe they are left to walk in: 
their own Counſels, as the fruit of their 
being given up to their own Lufts, 
And theſe are, Firſt, The moſt fooliſh 
blind Guides thar can he, thar fill men 
with vain Proje&ts and Deſigns. As 
| the rich Fool in the Goſpel, Luke. 16. 
He would pull down his Barns, and 
build greater, and ſay, Soul take thine 
eaſe, 8&C. 2 | | 
Secondly, T hey are falſe and treache- 
..rous Guides. They promiſe Peace 
.. and Happineſs, but procure nothing 
| like it; Promiſe Eaſe and Rell, but can. 
by no means perform whart they pro-_ 
miſe ; -but leave a man'to wander and 
go aſtray onto his own Deſtruction, 
Prov. 5. 3I. 


Thirdly, They are cruel ind pernici-- 
ous Guides, as. well as deceitful ones. 
uch Perſons will walk inthe Way JRue 

| leads 


KH .The Second Sermon; Gr - 

le eads to DeſtruCtion $ He that walketh 

cl xfrer his own Counſel, will tind the 

"rnd of that way to be Death. : 

2 Loftly, The Severity of this Judg- 

of ent will appear in that it can ne- 
yer be inflicted bur in Anger. This is 
he Fruit of divine Wrath. All other 

alaraities and Aﬀitions may be the 

Eruit of Love, may. be ſanCified for 
pur good, may turn to our Advantage : 
But this Calamity has no ſych Ortgi- 
nal, and no ſuch Effect. A man may 
de given up to Satan tor the Deſtru&t- 
on of the Fleſh, that the Soul may be 
ſaved ; But to be given up to ſin is a 
thouſand times worſe, becauſe that is 
the Fruit of Divine Anger, in order to 
the” Damnation of the Soul. Here 
God wounds like an Enemy, and like a. 
cruel one : And we may boldly ſay, 
God never puniſhed any Man or Woman, 
with this Spiritual Judgment, in Kindneſs 
end Love 
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Pſalm LAXXE 127 


0 1 gave them up to their own. Hearts, 
lufts:. and they walked in their own 


Counſels. 


Ss: JB ON the Rehearſalof ſome. 
terrible, Threatning, when, 
& Judgment is denounced, or 
*% MK fignificd ro be approaching, 
we the particular Perſons axe not. 


: 
| 
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Famed, who arc to be the Subjeds of. 
Wits we may. ue the Words of the Prq+ 

phet Damel, : chap. 4. 29. Befqre he 0-. 
pened.to the King che Impgrt,and ſenſe 


af his. ominqus Dream ;: The Dream.be. 


ty. them. that hate thee, O' Kjng/! and? "Y 


og, thergof wnto, Hine, Enenree 
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| 64 The Third Detmon, 
- Bur ſuch is the Severity and Horrouw 
of this threatned Judgment in they the 
Text, that we ſhould nor, we ought cot 
not to wiſh ſo much Evil to our worſt the 
Enemies ; but do what we can to pre. be 
vent it. For of all Calamities that can Iſl to 
.'be threatned , or inflifted in this © ſl 
> World, what can be worſe than for a iff or 
- - Man to begiven upto his own Luſty ſ an! 
aud left: to walk in his own Counſcls'l an 
Two or three things we may obſery: © mc 
by way of general Inference , before | 
ſpeak to ſome particalar Caſes andſW-gi 
Queſtions that relate hereto. H, 


1. HOW Muchtobepiried isthe ſl an 
lenorance and Folly of ſinners, that th 
are afraid of any other Calamicyſ br 
more than this. I gave *em up to thar il by 
own” Hearts Lufts,. is a thouſand times {© 1M 
worſe than if God had given 'em upſÞ th 
to the Syrians to ſpoil 'em, or to their M 
moſt enraged Adverſaries to oppreiſW ac 
'em. Men are ready to quake andWI ge 
eremble, and their Hearts co be mov-Þ ſci 
ed, as the Trees of the Wood arcÞ bu 
moved with the Wind, ifa thickor | m 
dark Cloud hover overjthem.as to pub- || ar 
_ lick or private Aﬀairs, If their Health £Þ ve 
. and Eaſe, their Liberties .and Eſtates, 
their outward Priyiledges and Adyan: 
= rages 
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our tages are threatened and endangered, 
thelf® they preſently apprehend themfelves 
oh conicerned to look about them, and do 


their urmoſt ro prevent it. Bur if fin 
be the greateſt Enciny, to be given up 
co fin 1s the greateſt Judgment, and 
ſhould be more feared than Piague, 
or Peſtilence, or Famine, or Var, or 
any of thoſe Calamitics. that rations 
and Perſons do com:moniy dread as 
moſt Formidable Evils. 
2, Is it the greateſt Jucgincnt to be 

given up to our own Kicarts Luſts? 
How unrcaionable is the Ditp.cature 
and Anger of Men at the ſharpelt Me- 
thods of Divine Gracc, that would 
bring them to Repentance, and there- 
by prevenethis ſad Garaftrophe 2 The 
molt ſmart Reprovts of the Word ; 
pj the moſt cloſe Exhortations, and Ad- 
ic monitions of NMinitters, that arc now 
MF accounted troubleſome, the tnoſt pun- 
dE gent and uneaſy Convittions of Con- 
7-W ſcience, and rne moſt afflictive Re- 
<<} bukes of Providence roo,that bave this 
r merciful Deſiyn and T endcocy, they 
- © are the real Effets of Kindnets, as pre- 
h £ ventiv: of a greater Miichief, even this; 
+ | of being left of God,and giyen up to our 
own Hearts |.ults. 
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FF 66 The Third Sermon. 
| What Enemies therefore are they 
to their own Intereſt, who uſe ſuch 
Language as that of the Scubborn Jens, 
Iſa. 39. 10. ſaying to the Prophesx, 
Prophecie not unto us Rizht things, ſpeak 
unto us ſmooth things, and prophecie Decatts, 
Till God in righteousJudgment reſolve, 
and ſay, as he did afterwards, Exzek 3. 
26. Thou ſhalt no longer be unto them 1 
Reprover, Thou ſhalt be dumb, ayd th 
ſongue cleave to the Roof of thy mouth, 
for they are a rebellious Houſe. When 
ſuch as would convince and awaken 
Men by neceflary Reproofs, are diflik- 
ed, and their Preaching reckoned « 
. Burden, becauſe the Earth is tormented 
1 mpilth thar Words, Revel. 11. 10. 
| 3. HO W wretched and dangerous 
3s their Miſtake, who think their Caſe 
200d, becauſe their Conſciences now trou- 
ble them no more, They have ſinned 
themſelves into ſuch hardneſs of Heart, 
and ſcaredneſs of Conſcience, under 
ſach Judicial Blindneſs and ſtupidity, 
Thar the ſin, which was formerly bur- 
' « denfom as a Mountain, they now feel 
| Not ; they bewail ir not. Conſcience, 
that did rebuke them, is now filent 
and faſt aſleep. All things are at 


| Peace with them, they ſay, and they: 
b ©. ann 


The Third Sermon, 67 - 
are glad of it, and fo is tne Nevil too» 

God lets them proſper in the World, 

they have norub in their way, to Hell. 

Pur in the mean time he hath given 
chem over, that they ſhall not be 

ſmitten any more : that they ſhal) not 

be troubled with the. ſtrivings of his 

Spirit any more. Neither Word nor 

Rod ſhall dothem good more. They 
applaud themſelves in this, - and re- 
joyce in it + Bur if ro be given up to 
our own Hearts Luſts be the greateſt 
Judgment, there is no ſtorm more 
diſmal than ſuch a Calm, or more to 
be dreaded. No Trouble bur's berter 
than ſuch Peace 2 No Sickneſs bur is 
. preferable ro ſuch Healch : No Sor- 
row bur is rather to be choſen than 
ſuch mad Joy. 

Doubt. 1, BU T becauſe] would 
not break the bruiſed Reed, or - 
quench the ſmoking Flax, or ſadden 
the Hearts of thoſe whom God would 
not have ſaddened ; but rather awaken 
the Joy, and aſflilt the Conlolation, 
and promote the ſpiritual Peace of 
thoſe unto whom ic doth of right be- 

long : I ſhall therefore coniider fome | 
| of the Doubts, and Objections of ſeve- +} 
ol : val 
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ral weak, or mculancholy, dejeQted 

Chriſtians, who on ail Uccalions argue 

againſt themielves, avd conclude hard- 

ly of their own State, irom every 
word of Threatening and Terrour 
againſt che Uygodly : As melancholy 
' People can bard'v hear any Ditecaſe 
talked of, or actcribed, bar rhey pres 

{cnutly imagin they have ſome ofthe 

SY MPTOas of It in tacir Cale, * 

WHAT | have 1aid of the Na- 

ture and Terror of this Jadgment, 

and of rhe Methods 6: Divine Juſtice in 
the Execation of it, may make ſome 
ready to fay. 

* 1 tcar leſt fod hath given me 
* up, for I haye rcfiſtcd many of the 
'© {ir1vings of the Spiric of Grace, and 
* now 1 think he doth not ſtrive with 
© me any more, [| have been under 
* the Rod, and not bettered by ir, the 
*© Spirit of lumber and of a deep ſleep 
* {cerms to poſſeſs me. 1] have out- 
© ſtood many Calls ro Repentance , 
a and ftifled 10auvy Conviftions of 
© Contcience, and contradited many 

good Reſolutions, and broken many 
* Vous and Promiles ; I bave back- 
* Biden: 2nd revoited from God after. 
* yery 


4 
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Come, inay well tear being lefr of 
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« yery hopeful Beginnings : Therefore 
& the Puniſhment of Apoſtates may 
© uitiy bc infl ed on me. I, thar 
Fq 5 nave cate te QNX1 W ord of 20G 
« 2nd of the Powers of the Worid to 


© God, fo as It ihouid be impcofſivle for 
© me to be renewed by Repentance, 
& Heb. 6.7. | 
*© My Day of Grace 2s ever, faith Ano- 
& ther, my accepted Time paſty there is 
* nothing ſo bad but | may Juſtly fear 
© it 2 For I find I grow worſe and 
* worſe, inſtead of making progreſs 
in Holineſs 3 whereas if my Grace 
** Weretrue it Would be growing. Bur 
* 1 find my Corruptions excecding 
* ſtrong, my heart very dcad and 
* hard, ©&c | 
** Doubtleſs God has withdrawn his 
*© Spirir from me , will Another ſay, 
* I have not the Covenant Bicſling of 
*©a ſoft Heart, a Heart of Fleſh; 1 can- 
** not weep a Tear for my ins, as once - 
*© Icould: Iam good for nothing, un- 
* fit for any ſpiritual Duty ; None in 
* the World have ſuch a treacherous 
«vile abominable Heart as I have, I. 
* am afraid God has gtyen me over; 
DP 3 En bats k 0 
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«Ido not know but I may haye ſin: 
© ned the ſin unto Death, the unpar- 
&* donable fin, the ſin againſt the Holy 
« Ghoſt, which ſhall never be forgiven. 

Anſw. T H1S being a complicated 
Caſe, comprehending the objeRtons 
of ſeveral People, wherein are ſome 
_ things that deſerve Pity, and others that 
need Reprod : there being ſomewhat 
very fad in it, and ſomewhat very 
faulty too; Ir is manifeſt that my 
Rob muſt be mixed 2 It muſt in part 
be monitory and reprehenſive, and in 
part conſolatory: For Reproof and 
Counſel are neceſſary, as well as En-_ 
couragment and Comfort. I ſhall en- 
deavour to intermix both 1n the fol- 
lowing particulars, by way of Anſwer. ed 

1.CONSIDER,Thatto beun- cl 
der very great Darkneſs, Doubts, and I 111 
Fears, ſo as to create much Trouble I 9 
and Torment to your ſelves, willnot © 
ofit ſelfconclude your Caſe deſperate, I Þ: 
and your Souls finally forſaken. There I 7? 
are many Reaſons for Soul trouble, ke 
the Children of Light may walk in I ©! 
Darkneſs. Yon may Judge and con- d 
,  demn your felves for Unbelievers and fi 
| Reprobatcs, and yer unjuſtly do fo. || ? 

| You 


2 na ov Mk : p 
#5 aL) 2) : 


n: W ou may refuſe to be comforted, and 
1r- May all that the Devil ſpeaks againſt 
ly Wou to be true, and that it is impoſſible 
n. Wor ſuch a one, as you, tofind Mercy + 
cd MAnd yet allthis may be falſe and faulty 


and thoſe Clouds may afterwards va- 
ih, Light appear , and Joy rec- 
urn. The Examples in Scripture, and 
at Meh + __ of eyery. Age will teſt1- 
Wi this. 
It may be your miſtake about the 
Nature of Faith, and make it to con- 
fiſt in Aſuraxce, not diſtinguiſhing be- 
tween the direct and the reflex Ad of 
Faith, Whereas if rruc Faith conliſt 
in Aſurance, and without Faith there 
Isno ſalyation; A Man mult be affur- 
ed of his Salvation, or elſe he muſt ne- 
. Mceſſarily be damned. And -this isto - 
| © ſuppoſe that a Man muſt Firſt be ſure 
: I of Heaven, before he can be capable of 
- Wit. But you may be in Chriſt, and 
have the [rnage of Chriſt,and the Cha- 
raters of his Children, and ſhall be 
ept by the Power of God unto Salva- 
tion 3 though for a time you may 
diſtruſt, and deſpair of it, walk mourn- 
fully, and refuſe co be comforted, 


F _— —_— me OY, atobecaes * apo rid”. 
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Your owa Doubts and Fears will not . - 7 


F 4 prove 
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prove that you are given over, but 
rather the Contrary, For, 


 V. It yon are given up to your own 
Hearts Luſts, how is it that you thus 
mourn, and greive at the Apprehenſ- 
on and Fcarof ir ? Do you not vale 
his Favour more than Life ? And dread 
his Diſpleaſure more than Death: 
and fcar nothing more than that God 
ſhoull forſake you > And is it likely 
tat Such arc left. of God, who kereby 
diſcover that they love him in Sincert- 
ty? Your very Solicitude, and Fear, 
and Diſquier, leſt God ſhould finally 
reject you, and caſt you off, is an Ar- 
gutnent that he hath net; and, if you 
continue of this Mind, that he never 
mill | 

Believe it, O doubtizg Chriſtian, if thou 
art from thy Soul unwilling to leave 
God, and of all things in the World 
dol{t dread and deprecate his leaving 
thee, He hath not left thee, or given 
thee over. For be aſſured of this, God 
never <1, or will forſaks any, but thoſe who 
 firit $.0taze him, andare unwilling to Return. 
\ Whcre do you ever find, or how can 
it poſſidly be, thar ſuch a Mans Day of 
. 2759" 7:-., Eacd 
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bufGrace is paſt,and the time of his Viſta- 
tion over, thar God hath Judiciaily lefr 
him, and given him up, who values 
the Preſence of Goo , and fears no- 
thing more than to Sin againſt him, 
'or toprovoke him to cait him off? Is 
ſuch a Man loit, and given over, who 
thirſteth after God, and can be ſatisfied 
with nothing ſhort of him ? Where 
do you eyer find, that God did ever 
finally leave a Man, and leave any 
ſuch Grace behind him ? 
I ſuch a Man loft, andgiven upby 
God ? Who prefers the Light of his 
Countenance before Corn, and Wine, 
and Oil, and all the Riches, T rea- 
{ures, and Honours of tne World ; 
Who had rather live i: the moſt 
mean miſerable. afA:tive Condition 
on Earth, with the Love and Favour 
of God, than enjoy the grzatcit Abun- 
dance of all things withov:z it. I ſhall 
amplifie this more pretcntiy under the 
ſixth Head. 


UW. LET meask you, Are you not 
reſolved to hold on your Fight and 
Warfare againſt fin ? To continue and 


maintaiz your Conflit, notwithſtand- 
ing 


poli Nas! tO os Lot, 
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ing all your Doubts, and all your 
Complaints? You may | ſometime 
take being tempted for being overcome. 
Bur though Temptations have been 
too prevalent, and many of your 
Reſolutions and Purpoſes againſt 
fin have been broken ; Are you te- 
ſolved to ſtrugg!'c no more, to 
refiſt no longer > Dare you ſay upoli 
ſerious Deliberation, * Well, now I ſee 
© my Caſe is hopeicſs, I will uſe no 
© more Means againſt rhe Devil and 
© {in, I will pray to God no more, | 
© will hear, and read his Word no 
© more, | will attend upon the Ordi- 
© nances of the Goſpel no longer, its 
* all co no purpoſe? I know you durſt 
not ſay this, nor talk at this rate. 
Beſides, when you have fallen into 
fin through the Prevalency of a Tem- 
tation, do you not make haſte to rite 
again by bitcer Repentance ? Do you 
not freely confel(s, and aggravate your 
ſins in the Preſence of God, and not 
Palliate, cover, or excuſe them ? Are 
you not uneaſy, and reſtleſs under your 
Declenſions ? Defirous ro make your 
Keace With God, and to be reconciled 
hrough Chriſt ? Do you not double 


your 


The WhitV DEernon, 


ur Sour Guard, and Watch afterwards ? 
cs Do you not ſtill love Holineſs, and the 
mage of God, wherever you ſee it ? 
Do you not check, and chide, and 
nd fault with your felves, for your 
ngrateful Carriage to the God of 
- ELove > Are you not diſplcaſed with 
o your ſelves ? And aſtamed of your 
elves ? And glad of any Help and 
\\iſtance that leads ro your Recovery ? 
If this be your Caſe, be aſſured your 


Day af Grace is not paſt, you are not 
left of God. . 


IV. YOU ſay,you cannot weep,and 
mourn, and cxprelſs your Repentancey 
as formerly, and as ſome others you 
know do; Yet conſider that it isthe 
hatred of ſin. and watchfulneſs againſt 
it, that is the trueſt ſign of Repentance 
and godly ſorrow., For to uſe the 
words of Mr. B. He that will be at the 
greateſt Coſt and Pains to be rid of ſin, or 
that be bad got ſinned, 5r that he might (in 
no mere, though he have not ſuch command 
of Tears as Others, ts 19e trueſt Penitent. 
You cannot weep for {in as Others,but 
you would give all che World to be 


rid of ſin; you couid wiſh that when 
you 
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ou had diſhonoured God by Sin, you 
ad ſpent that time in Suffering, and i 
It were to do again, upon the ta 
Reaſons and [niducements, you would 
not do it. nd it vou might but 
pleaſe and obey God more than for- 
merly, and be kept from ditobeying 
him, you wouid be content with any 
thing Judge your ſelves by this. 

Beſides * God hath nor cold us jul 
what degree and mcaſure of Humiliate 
on and Sorrow tor 1tn. is abſolutch 
needful. Some have more, and other 
lefs even of true Penirents, 

TAKE hecd of miſtaking the 
Caſe concerning the Day of Grace bes 
ing over, and {ſinners being finally 
Jett of God, For ir is never true in 
this Lite, that any are ſo lett of God 
and their Day of Grace ſo over, as that 
if they truly repent, and turn to him 
he will nor accept them. This would 
be againſt che whole cenour of the Goſ! 
pel Covenant : For whoſoever turns 
to God by true Repentancc, and Faith 


in Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall not periſh but hat 
eternal Life. 
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 * See Dr: Collings Cordial for a Faint: 
J 12g Soul, parg 1, Serm, 2. 
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But there is another ſenſe of ſuch Ex- 
eſfions, that is, when men have ſo, 
ng relitted the Spirit, and refuſed the 
fers of Gods Grace, andpeejected the 
oke and Government of Chriſt, that 
od reſolves to let them alone, never 
> give them the prevailing Grace of . 
is Spirit, but in righteous Judgment 
d abandon them to their own Hearts 
uſts, to walk in their own Counſels. 

Becauſe they would not turn at 
ny Reproof, they ſhatf call, but 1 will 
ot anjwer, ſeek me earneſily, but nc find 
ne, Prov. 1.28, If men harden their 


Xs carts, and will not hear and obey the 
ly Wroice of God, He may ſware in his 
TW rath, that they ſhall not enter into 
d Whis Reſt. cb. 3. 11.15, 18. Num. 12, 
a 22. Exck. 24.13. It may bethis very 
"1 day,or hour.while nov? chou art called 


by God to Turn and Live, if thou re- 
Wiuſc nom, thy Day may be over, and 
paſt jor ever. To morrow God may 


h lay, Let bim Alone, te ſhall not be 
/ Epurged, be ſhall dye in his fins. fa. 42+ 
14, Hof. 4. 17, This is a poflible Caſe, 
bur who can tell when it is thus 2 How 
can this be known of particular Perſons 
when it is ſo, though. ſome Approach. 
| | TT Ong R nearer 
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nearer to it than Ochers > How can if 
poſitively be ſaid of any, that God wil 
never give ſuch Perſons Repenrance 
ynto Lite: You may be ſurc, that j 
you find your Hearts Penirent, and 
willing to return to him, thar it doth 


nat reach you : It is not your Cafe, 
Therefore, 


VI. YOU that thus complain and 
fear, have you not many of the Fruit 
of che Spiric viſible, and maniteſt in 
you? Therefore the Spiric of Chril 
hath not lefr you; God hath not give 
you over. Do you not eſteem and 
pre the GR ACE of the Goſpel! 
Uo you not cry to Heaven for tht 

Spirit of Grace ? Are you nor carne 
. In the ſeeking the Spiric of Holt 

neſs from day ro day ? Whencei 

ir, but from Grace, that you have at 

Hearc to prize and feek it ? They 

that have outſtood the Day. of Gract, 

they deſpiſe it ; they are ſunk into 

Carnality, and Forgetfulneſs of God; 

they are inſcaſible, and ſtupid, and 
 Unconceraed abour his Grace. But fot 
. You that value ir, and ſeek it, your 
| Day of Grace caung be ayer : For js 
b. | rom 
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from Commou Grace, at leaſt, which has. 
a tendency to Special, and ſhows your 
Caſe not to be like thoſe, who are 
given up of God. 

But with moſt that thus complain, 
there is more than common Grace 2 
ThereareFruits of ſpecial Grace viſible. 
You co unfeignedlyRepent,and mourn 
for Sin , and defire to give up your 
ſelves to Chriſt. Now what but Grace 
hath made you to ſce the eyil of fin, 
and hate it 2 What but Grace hath 
' made you willing to Accept of Chriſt, 
for your Lord and Saviour * Whar 
but Grace has made you value the Fa- 
your of God, and a holy Heart and 
Life, above all the World ? How is 
it that you are brought to loye God, 
and delight in him, to ſeek after him, 
and deſire to pleaſe him, and tobe 
troubled that you can do ſo no more, 
no better ? For ſuch as you to ſay your 
Day of Grace is over, is as abſurd, as one 
expreſſeth it, as for a Man rocome 1n- 
to our Aſſemblies, and hear the Ser- 
mon, and then go away lamenting 
that the Sermon was done before he 
came, You have received that Gracey . 
which you complain you wants 
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7 You know *ris otherwiſe with Ma 
| , ny. Were youlike them Did yo 
| find your Lufſ's and Paſhans lead you 
captive at their pleaſure; had young 
* AﬀeRions ſtirring aircr God,and Holi- 
neſs ; did you deſpiſe Chriſt, andall 


Regard and Duty to him ; and could c* 
nor perſwade your ſelves to hear, of "4 
read, or pray, or think of another T] 
World, or do any thing to provide of 
tor it, you might then tear indeed! C. 
whar the iilue of your Caſe would be. . Tf 
Bur that is not the Caſe Iam now! K 
ſpeaking of ; nor of any, I hope, tha iQ... 
now hear me, your Appearance it ip 
theſe Aſlemblies is ſome ſign of the WW. - 
contrary : And though as yer you may. Fr h 
| be unconverted, and unſantified, WW... 
you are ſo far Awake. as to look after Þ 
Reconciliation to God ; if you are "TR 


. touched with a ſenſe of your fin and Wy... 
: Danger, ſo as to defire to be affiſted, 
and enabled.to Repent, and turn to' 
the Lord ; ho's bad ſoever your pre- 
ſent Caſe be, ir is xt Deſperate, and MW 1 


-. 


Remedileſs : For you are in the way : 


IF Ys : ſen 
of Mcrcy, and nothing but your own þ 
To; ] = * -1 hg oy W 
.Wuiul, impenicent retuſal of Mercygcan of 3 


| deprive you ot it, 
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. VII. As to the Complaint of an Hard - - 
Hart, Remember it 1s the Impenitent, + 
and the Unperſmadable Heart that is the 
only hard Heatt you need to fear, 
They that are obſtinate, and difobedi- 
ene, intraftable and incorrigible ; as 
the People of the Zews were, thar nei- - 


3 ther regarded the divine T hreatnings 
« W'2£ Promiſes, or minded his Precepes; 
4 MW £ heſe are they that are under Hardneſs 


of Heart. - This is the Judgment you 
ought to fear, to be left under ſuch a 
WTcmper. Bur you find it otherwiſe 

'Wich you, that the voice of God doth 
awe. and command you : Your Wills 


 {27< bowed unto Subje&ion to him , 
F A are willing to take upon you the 
MM Yoke of Chri , or have taken it; and. 


renouncing all Competitors, you defire 
to chuſe Chriſt for your Lord and Sa- 
Viour, and that God in Chriſt ſhould 
be your Ruler, and your Felicity.” If 
It be thus, you may be ſnare you are 
not left of God, 


Y Vil. THAT Sight of fin, and 
ſenſe of the Burthen of Corruption 
which you complain of, as the Groun 4 

of your fear, will argue the duretcon-. 1 

— 6G tracy. | 
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} rrary to whar you alledge it for. For 
ſin has always the greateſt ſtrength 
where the {tnner 1s the leaſt Appre- 
henſive and Senſible of it, Ther: 
is more hope of a ſenſible Patient, that 
feels his ſickneſs, and complains of it, 
than of one that feels nothing, but 
confident all is well. Is not their Caſe. 
much worſe, who feel nothing ofthe 
Evil of ſin, to whom the Power 
- ir 1s not troubleſome, nor the Pollution! 
. of it lothſom, nor the Guilt of it bur- 
thenfom 2 While ir is otherwiſe with 
you, you may be aſſured you are not 
given oyer, and lett of God, and yout 
ay of Grace paſt : it is yer Day with 
you. or elſe how came you by ſo much! 
Light to ſee rhe evilofſin more that! 
formerly. and to ſee ſo many thingsto 
be ſin, which before you did not? 
| Though there may: and will be 
| Conflidt berween Fleſh and Spiric, Cori 
ruption and Grace, in the beſt, whi 
in this World ; yet which Party doll 
than {ide with ? Which has tby: 
moſt willing Conſent ? Which way 5K 
oy prevailing Deſire, Love, and}l (4 
Choice ? Doſt chou not bewail the: 
Body of fin and Death ? And wiſh 
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be delivered from Corruption more 
perfeAly : To gain a more intire Victo- 
ry 2 Doſt thou not watch, and wreſtle, 
and ſtrive, and pray againſt it from 
day to day ? Is this the crue ſtate of 
thy Caſe? Then never think thou 
art left of God. | 
| Asro Some of you, I may go further , 
and deſire. you to look back upon your 
formgr Humiliations for fin, when 
Firſt you turned to God. Though all 
have nor the ſame ſenſible Degree of 
Humiliation ; yet hath nor the Spiric 
of Grace convinced you of the Holineſs 
and Equity of the Law of God ? And 
of your own wretched, accurſed Con- 
dition under the Guilt of-{in 2 Have 
you not been brought, to tremble ar 
the thoughts of his righteous Ven- 
gence 2 So as to diſreliſh all che Plea» 
-{ures of this World, by reaſon ofthe 
ſenſe of (in 3 ſecing no way outofthis 
Perplexity, but by the free, and uncon- 
ceivaple Mercy of God in Chriſt ; 
Þ© and therefore Renouncing all things 

that might ſeparate between Chriſt and 
thee, ready to part with all thy Luſts, 
and Pleaſures, and Profics, and Ho- 


nours, Thou werrt made willing tO ac- 
E G 2 cept 


F cept of his Mercy on his own Terms 
crying catneſtly for. pardoning, ani 
ſan&ifying Grace, acknowledging th 
Unworthineſs of the teaſt Fayour; 
owning the righteouſneſs of God, if he 
ſhould condemn thee ; and yer, upon 
the Invitation and Call of rhe Goipel, 
looking up to his Mercy-ſeat with 
Hope, Reſolving there toanchor and 
take no Denial. p 
 N&H after all this, and the Covenatt 
Dedication of your ſelves to God in 
Chriſt, that followed upon ir, and ſome 
Calmneſs and ſtability of Soul conſe- 
quent chereto, will you queſtion all 
again ? ' Becauſe Corruption 1s not! 
quite mortified, nor Sin quite deſtroy-M 
ed? Even that ſenſe of remaining Sin 
thar you make the mattcr of your Ob- 
3eftion againſt your ſelves, is an Arg 


ment for you, and will conclude thefſti 


Contrary to what you alledge it 
for. | 


_ IX. THO You cannot ſay ol 
{ much, astopreſent ſenſe, of your Ha- 
þ- tred of fin and Loathing of it, as.you | 
| . deſire ; yet examine your ſelves as to 
ig. 5c Sins of Others, and what ſenſe you 
K.. avc 
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have of the Diſhonour of God by *: 
them. We may ſometimes gather } 
matter of Comfort this way, concern- 
| ing our own Sincerity, and Love to 
God, when we cannot ſo well haye 
it nearer home. As bad as thou arr, 
or thinkeſt thy ſelf tobe =: Art thou 
not tender of the Henour of Gcd ? Art 
thou not concerned for his lacereſt 
and Glory ? Doth not thy ſoul crem- 
MW ble, and thine Heart ake whienthe 
un Being of God-is denied, or hisVacred 
Wm Name blaſphemed, or the Glory of 
me the Mediator Struckat, and the Autho- 
rity of his Goſpel queſtioned, by the 
Atheiſts, and Saduces, and Infidels 
10 of the Age ? Or the Progrefs of it 


y-WF obftrafted ? 

nl .Doth notthy Heart riſe within thee, 
Jb-Y if chou happen into wicked Compa- 
ny, where the Word of God, his In- 
ncWl ſticutions, his Miniſters, and Servants 


© arc vilified and reproached, and bold 
F lopicties vented, and vile Impuricies 
boaſted of 2 d>c. 


X. BUT I do not Grow, Irathcr 
uu © wax worſe, will ſome ſay. As to that, 


o I Conſider,: that though there be Pre- 
| G 3 | cepts, / 
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cepts, Promiſes;and Examples of grow- 

' ing in Grace, that ſhew what 1s Gods 
afual way, and the Proper Tenden-. 
cy of the Spiritual Life ; yer thoſe 
Promiſes are not {o Abſolute, with- 
our any Condition, as that thete is 
no true Believer who doth not alwaies 
grow in Grace 4 For Experience ſhews, 
that ſome decline and loſe their firſt 
Fervour, and need to be awakened 
ro RX The Promiſes of 
Growth and Faithfulneſs are not abſo- 
lute, but depend an the Improvement 
of | Grace received. and thePerform- Mma 
ance of many Duties, with grea MW Yo 
watchfulneſs and Diligence . in our MPar 
- whole Chriſtian Courſe. And manyWorh 
Chriſtians, live not up to the Conditi: Mhur 
on of the Accompl:ſhment of ſuch Mwh 
| Promiſes, as concern the Growth and. 
thriving of Spiritual Life, They 
decay, and decline through their ownj 
Carleſnels, and Negligence. | 
Senſible AﬀeCtions be ſure, and vigo- 
rous Eacrcaſe in that reſpe&, is not: 

| the true Meaſure, whereby to Judge! 
of growth in Grace, For ditterent 
Ages, and Tempers, and. Circum- 
ſtances of our condition in'the wore W 


y' 
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will make a great Diticrence in ſenſi- 
ble AﬀeQions | | 
You may grow in Gracc, by a more 
udicions Eſteem, and value of God 
and Holineſs, Love to Chriſt and his 
zrace, and Glory, fo a5 it may be 
harder for the Devil to draw you cff 
from God, than before ; even when 
you think you do not grow, you may 
be more ſtable and reſclved, though 
not ſo lively. and affcAiionate. ,,And 
the decay of natural ſtrength, aud 
vigor of parts by old age or fickneſs, 
may make a Difference wich ſome. 
Your Humility, your ſelf denial, and 
Parience may cncreaſe,when you think 
otherwiſe. And he who grows more 
bumble thrives in cvery other Grace, 
whether he believe it, and take notice 
of it or no, Bur if youare declin'd, 
the Remedy muſt be to Awake, and 
to uſe Gods appointed Means to 
mike you, grow in (race, and in the 
Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, You cannot thereupon 
conclude that you hare no Grace, 
much leſs that you are left of God, and 
given over, Sach as cenquirc not 
whether they grow 'or decay, whn 
| CP have 
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have little or no Concern about their! 


own Caſe as to theſe things, have 


molt reaſon to fear it ofthemſelves, 


whilſt ſuch as do really grow, for a 
time, may not diſcern it. And ſome- 
times others may obſcrve ity when they 
themſelves diſown it, or perceive 
ir not. 


But if you are under ſome declen-. 


ſion, Remember the cauſe, that it i; 


from ſloth and negligence in the uk} 
of God's appointed means for En- 


creaſe ; from the want of daily Mor- 
tification of ſin, and Watchfulneſ 


againſt it ; from countenacing ſome ! 


Luft, ſo that its power is encreaſed, 
ſuffering the Love of the World to 


ſteal ypan you, and conforming to it; 


giving way to Formality, and carc- 
leflneſs in divine Worſhip,and the Du- 


ties of Religion; and Apply the Re-' 
medy by. Repentance, Mortification, 


and doing your firſt works, Rev. 3-1, 2: 


Bui make not haſty, unjuſt Concluſions. 


concerning your final [tate. 


Xl MOREOVER Conſider, 


there may be much moreof Blame 


yout 


4 A BY (of ha 


Condition hopeleſs, thar 
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your unbelicying - Objeftions; and - 


D:ſpondency, than you are aware of. 


Therefore while you complain of 
fin, take heed you do not encreaſe, 
and add to yur ſin by diſobeyin 

the command of God to Believe an 

Hope. God hath made Hope a poſi- 
tive Duty, and Gods Command 
were enough, if there were nothing 


elſe in your Caſe. Your Deſparr, as 


if your Caſe were deſperate, and your 
| nit | God had fi 
nally given you over, is a plain fix : 
And will you juſtifie it 2 He obliges 
you to bope ; he hath not bid the De- 
vil or the damned to hope, as he hath 
commanded you. It is by hope weare 
ſaved; and he takes Pleaſure in them 
that hope in his Mercy. 
Bur to convince you of this fin, con- 
ſider what a Repreſentation of the 
bleſſed God your ObjeQion makes, 
aS if he were not a God of Grace, par- 
doning Inquity, Tranſgrefſion and 
Sin, upon Repentance, which is what 


| he bath declared concerning himſelf. 


Row Tc 


Now is it not a fin to believe God ta 
be ſuch an one, as 1s dire&tly contrary. 
ca the CharaGter he has given of exe 4 
cit s q K-- 
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3 ſelf 2 That though [ never ſo much 
| defire his Fayour, and value it as my 
| Life; though I defire ro my utmoſt 


ſo far as he hath, or ſhall reveal itto 
| me; to believe that yet he hath caſt 
”  me-off, or will caſt meoff: What a 
| fad Account of God does this give? 
{ _ Whar a Keproach upon him would 
+ this bring ? Is not this co take the 
- . Devils Repreſentation of him to be 
truer than hisown ? 

There is likewiſe further fin in your 
Objection, and Doubt, by miſrepre- 
Whereas that ſays, Take God in Chriſt 
to be his, and he is, and will be yours 
you add ſomething more out of your 


own Head as neceſſary, and fo alter 
the Terms of Life ani Death. And 


z -others as neceſſary: And ſay, I ſhall 


I _ thus with me; which God hath never 
ſaid. Though 1 do accept God 'for 
> my God, and Chriſt for my SIO, 
? anc 


to comport with his Mind and Will, 


ſenting the Tenor of the Goſpel Covenant. 


3 for your Gad, and give up your ſelves | 


what is this but ro make anew Goſpel: 
The Blefled God hath ſaid, on ſuch 
Terms Souls ſha}l be ſaved ; you add 


never be faved, unleſs it be thus and 


_y 
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and conſent to be his, and endeavour 
ropleaſc him, yethe will nor ſaye me. 
This is to give God the Lye, and there 
is more Guilt in it than we think. 
Therefore. 


XII. LAY this as a Foundation 
Truth, and keep ir, T bat you can never 
be more willing to Come to Chriſt, than be is 
to Receive you, If you think otherwiſe, 
your ſeeming Humility in Doubting 
hath much ct Pride in it. If you are 
r WM willing co have Chriſt and his Grace 
G on his Terms, He zs yours. If you 
- MW are willing ro have Chriſt for your 
! Saviour, and your King, te receive him 
; Spirir as your Sanfifer; and had ras 


w2£_2 mum pg” 
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. ther have his Favour, and Love, and 
- his holy Ilmave, than all the richesof 
| this World ; you are then His : If your  . 
p Willingneſs be prevailing, and more 
; MW than your Unwillingneſs. 

j For Chriſt, be atlured, z Willing ; 

| BU He hath firit ſhown his Willingneſs, 

| He dyed to manifeſt it, and hath 


drawn up, procured, and publiſhed 

a Covenant of Grace, wherein he de- 

clates his Conſent, and calls for yours. 2 
| . | 'T here- | 3 
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 'Thetefore if there be not a Covenant 
 , Union unto Eternal Life between him 
and you, it is through your Refuſal, 
not his. | 
Now if you are not willing to Ac- 
cept his offered Grace z to be ſan- 
Aified by him , and bleſſed in him, 
why do you complain , for the 
want of that which you would not 
have, and are not willing of ? For [ 
rell you again, He 7s willing to Re- 
ceive, and Accept you, and to be Yours 
.1v an Eyerlaſting Covenant never 
to be broken, it you are ſincerely 
Willing to be His Covenant Servants, 


Moreover, 


©, XII. AS to the Doubt concerning 
| the ſin againi# the Holy Ghoſt, I think 
: ſuch as make that ObjeQion do not 
- Svcll underſtand wherein it Iyes. Read 
the 12th of Matthey throughout, and | 


| Mark 3. 26, 29, 30. And you will | 
” find that the Sin againſt the Holy 
+ Ghoſt never to be forgiven, was to 
this purpoſe ; That when, notwith- 
| ftanding the Miracles of Chriſt, which 
| confirmed his divine Commiſſion,and 
ks. proyed. him tobe the Meffiah, They 
L - wha 
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cles unto the Agency* of the Devil, 


_ Profeſſed Infidels. Bur the fin againſt } 
_ the Holy Ghoſt, there deſcribed by the + : 
l 


who ſaw thoſe Miracles of Chrift, and 
could not deny them to be true x yer 
did not believe him to be the Son of 
God, or his Dorinerobe true, though 
atteſted by thoſe Miracles. Bur ra- 
ther than own him to be the Chriſt, 
they blaſphemouſly aſcribed his Mira- 


the unclean Spirit; That were wrought. 
by the Power of the Holy Ghoſt. 

They therefore who own Chriſt to 
be the Meſſiah, and his Goſpel to be 
true ; who do not jake him for a De- 
cciver, but acknowledge him as their - 
Lordy and honour and worſhip him 
as the Chriſt of God ; they are not 
Guilty of the ſin there mentioned, 
called The ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. - 

[ deny not but ſome may be gutlty 
in our days of ſuch Sins, ax make 
A _ unto this, and are ſome- 
what like it ; As when, notwithſtand- 
ing clear Evidence of the Truth of the 
Goſpel, Men reſiſt the Light, and re- 
bel againſt ir, and turn open Apoſtates, 
and Perſecutors, it not down right. 


ſt, ſeems to imply a Mans 


Evange 2 
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I - Che ThirdSermon. 

*- raking Chriſt for a Deceiver. Be ſure 
none . who ow! the Goſpel to be true, 
and- Chriſt to be the Saviour: of fallen 
ſinners, are guilty of that Sin, though 
they may make dangerous Approach- 
estO It. L 

Much leſs are they Guilty of it, who 
fear the guilt *of this ſin : Bur ſuch 
doubring fearful Perſons, who mak: 
this Queſtion concerning themſelves, S 
becauſe of fome blaſphemous Suggeſti- 

_ ons of Satan, &c. They wt} have 
been afraid of ths Guile of any other 

E fin as well as of this, if they had cver 

} heard, or read ſuch dreadful things 

E © declared againſt any Other fin, as 

* ". againſt This: But they ſeem not to 

' * underſtand the Nature of it. 

* | do not deny but chere may alſo 
be an equivalent Evidence cf the Divi-: 
| nity of Chriſty, and of the Truth of 
the Goſpel, that the Infidels of our! 
Ape may (in againſt; Equivalent, Ifay, 
to what the Scribes and Phariſees who 
where guilty of this ſin, did fin againſt. 
And therefore our modern D:ifs, 


n6- ay — EE —_ .} 


_ *'See Mr, Howe's Append. to Re- 
ky deemer's Tears, © 


no eee oa 


who. 


A TCheThirdSermon!' &5 * 
who reproach the blefſed Redeemer, 


- MW and the Holy Spirit of God, had need. 
2 look to it, leſt they approach unto the 
} WW unpardonable fin, and God ſhould 


oive them over to their own Hearts 
Luſts. Bur as to poor doubting Chriſti- 
ans, that fear they are guilty of the fin 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, mentioned in 
the Goſpel, Ir is plain enough, that they 
fearing the Guilt of it. are not in dan-- 
ger of it for the preſent, or like to 
be ſo, . 
LASTLY, To bring the whole 
- matter to a ſhort Iſſue, and to put it 
_ out of queſtion, that your day of Grace 
is not over, and that God hath not left 
you, or given you oyer to your own 
Hearts Luſts ; I do nop tender you 
the Grace and Salvation purchaſed 
by Chriſt in his Name. If now you 
are heartily willing ro accept ir,-the 
Caſe is determined : and determined 
in the bet manner that can be, There- 
fore to put all out of doubr, Accept the 
preſent offer of Gods Grace, which is this 
day made you. Oppoſe notthe great- 
nels of your fins paſt, or the Aggrava- 
tions of your preſent Unworthineſs, 
| but penitently, and bumbly Ex ; 
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thankfully 
offered you in the Name of Chriſt. 
Do you think, in contradiftion 


. to the whole Goſpel, that your ſing 


are ſo many, or fo great, that Chriſt 


did nor, could not fatishe for then, 


and that he will not forgive them, 
if you Repent, and turn ro God, and 
Believe: on the Name of his Son? You 
are condemned by the Law Chriſt 
came to fave ſinners, and ſuch as were 


loſt; and he requires no Wotthineſ, 


or Price in your Hands, but that you 
unfeignedly Conſent to be his, to ac- 


cept an offered Saviour, and his Salva- 
Cion according to the Ends and Ute 
of the Covenant of Grace : Thathe. 


May illuminate and teach you, ſandi- 
fie and pale you, govern and rule 
you, by his Word and Spiric. This is 
the Condition of your Title ro the 


+ Bleſſings of the Covenant, and conſe- 
s gently muſt be the Eidence of your * 
p -. 


Title, and ſhould be a (atisfaftory 
one. 


Bur if you are Ulnwilling to forſake 


. fin, and return co God by Jeſus Chriſt; 


k if you are unwilling to receive him. 


Las your Teacher, SanRiber, you 
'D Y all 


The Th o £ Kh ton; Has, k 
accept the Pardon that isj 


and Lord ; you have reaſon todoube ' '* 
your ſtate indced, or rather the mar-, | *3 
er is paſt doubt, you are unſanCtified, 
and as yet unreconciled to God. 
- Whoeyecr therciore, upon the ac- 
count of their former Reſiſtance of 
che Spirit, ſtifling Convictions, violat- 
ing heir good Reſolutions, &c. Do 
queſtion their State, whether God harh - 
not given them over ; yet let them 
| Conſider they are now invited, and 
cntreated ro put it | out of queſtion | 
that their Day of Grace 1: not paſt, 
by letting this be Their Accepted time, 
1he Day f their Salvation, by now heat- 
tily accepting an offered Saviour, and 
giving up themſelves unto him. And 
rhen, notwithſtanding all your form- = 
cr Refuſals of his Mercy and Grace, .if 8 
mw at laſt you will return and fub- + 
mit, and take his yoke upon you ; 
there is Eaſe, and Reſt, and Pardon, 
and Comfort, and Life, Erernal Life 
tobe had. | . *..4 
To conclude, Inſtead of Doubting,* 3 
and Complaining, and quettioning 
. F avy longer, Reduce all chac whith 1 8 
) © Poubtful with you, to that whici: 18-8 
. Plain and Certain. Ic is certain that: * 
| | God haili fer Hits = into the World --# 
: z .__ [9:5 


F to ſave ſinners; It is certain that you} 
kate ſome of thoſe loſtymiſerable,guilty. 
|” Creatures that need this -Salyation ; 
© It is certain that he has publiſhed the 
E. glad Tidings of the Goſpel to ſuch, 
p- that whoever belzeveth ſhall be ſaved ; Is is 
= certain that God cannot lye: it is there- 
6 fore inconſiſtent with his Nature, that 
& ſuch as come ro him in the Excercite. 
&- of Repentance towards God, and 
--. Faity 12 our Lord Jelas Chriſt, MCom 
E- - ſhould not be Accepted with him. Wrwp 
+ . Therctore diſpure, and cueſiion, Was R 
= and complain no longer how matters Myilec 
EZ: have been, or how they are* with Wever 


=. you, bur come in upon the Call and Nan 
ation of the Goſpel Grace 2 Re- 
& member the Covenant thou haſt made 
&wich God the Father, Son, and Holy 


\ 


© Ghoſt in Baptiſm ; Relign, yield 
= and giveupthy ſelf with all chy Heart 
& and Soul tobe his, reſolving that thou. 
+ wwilc throw thy ſelf into the: Arms of 
&: his Love, and Mercy, becaule it is the 
 Commanid of God that you believeon | 
his Son , Reſolve that through his 
Z. Mercy and Grace, by the help of bis. 
> Spiric of Grace; you will now do ſo, |: 
 Whatcyecr come of it, - 
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* The ThirdSermon, 2 *” 
Do not perplex your ſelves about 
the Queſtion, whether you did itno® 
ermerly, four, or five, or ten years ago © 
But do it again ; Bleffing God that 
you may now do. it 3 that he has not 
repealed his Goſpel, and that he ne- 
ver wlll repeal it to the end of the .. 
World. 1 may Accept of his Son 
now, as well as ſo many years ago. 
Blefſed be God, the lavitation, the 
Command, the Promiſe is the fame 
mow as it was then; And toas many 
as Receive him, he will give che Pri- 
viledge to become the Sons of God, 
even to as many as believe on his 
Name. Bleſſed be God for Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the Covenant of Grace, 
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Pſalm LAXXI. 12. 


So I gave them up to their own Hearts 


lufts : and they walked in their own 
Connfels, 


4 


Come now, in the laſt place, 
to conſider the Caſe of ſuch, 
who make dangerous Approaches 
towards ſuch a Judgment ; 


- that degree, that it would be no wot» 
der-if he ſhould give them up ; yea, 

concerning whom, theres Kealon to 

fear it, .it ſpeedy Repentance do not 
prevent. 
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| | wa Nature /-*4 


_— 
ye F 

- -* he 

23 o 


ee as p PRs”. 
? 
AL 


ature of this Judgment, And' Second: | 
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of . 
ly, conſidered the ſteps and Methods, WW of 
whereby God does ordinarily inflis MW Ca 


it, And Thirdly, the dreadful Severity Ml wit 
of ir, in ' Comparifon of any other. <4. 
« Judgment in this World ; I proceeded FF th! 
to the: Caſe of thoſe who Fear they || the 
are thus left and given up by God: iſ- mc 
Several Things I named which they I ſuc 
alledg as -the ground of their Fear, i 2" 
- which yer will -not prove that God iſ Cc 
hath forſaken 'em : At the ſame time 
there are many other Things that 
will-evidence the Contrary. 


It remains therefore,. that I may I D 
faithfully give every one his porticn, MW © 
Comfortto whom Comfort, and Ter- Ml 7 
' rour to whom Terrour is due ; Thatl 8 1c 
alſo ſpeak to the Caſe of Such whoſe I © 
Guilt: may quickly infer this Terrible {| V 
-- Judgment, or concerning whom we iſ 6 
E - <may fear, whether they be not already MW \ 
under it, or lettof God. There arc 2 
t ſeveral things with telation to this I © 

Caſe, which ought to be Conſidered, : 

IT. T HE Firſtdangerous Symptom || * 
'is Security, or a Falſe, ungrounded I ' 


E . Peace of Conſcience, This is fre- | 
i=... quently the Prologue, and FOrrunnck | 
a | of 
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of Judicial bardning, Ir is often a part 


of it, and an Evidence of it. Their 
Caſe therefore is exceedingdapgerous, 
with whom Couſcrence is 24ſleep,or Fear- 
ed, When that ſin-which formerly 
thy Conſcience would reprove thee fors 
thou canſt now commit without Re-  . 


. morſe, or Difficulty: hen ſuch, or -» 


ſuch a Luſt. can be freely indulged, 
and thy Heart not reproach thee, th 

Conſciencenor fly inthy Face, or ſpea 

with any ſmartneſs, and Authority 
agalnſt ir, as formerly it was wont to 
do 3 Whenthe Negle@ of ſuch or ſach 
Datics, was a daily Trouble to thee 
heretotore, but now thou canſt. let 
Them alone, and thy Conſcience wilF 


let Thee alone, without rebuking thee, . 4 


or calling thee to Repentance, as it 
was wont to do; Or. if Conſcience” 
do ſpeak, it is with much Faintneſs, 
without any ſuch Impreflions of Fear, 
and ſhame, and ſorrow, as were wont 
to be prodiiced by ir: This -ſpeaks 
as if God had already given thee up 
in ſome degree, or thou art very near 
what is worſe, .in very great danger of. 
+ this dreadful Judgment. -. . 
This Security and Quiet, notwich- of 
RNanding the negle&t of known Ducy, ".... 3 
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=" YO4 - YC A onrth Sermon, 1 
” and the Commiſſion of in, 1 grant hy 
' It's Degrees, There arc ſome Degreg 
of it, into which a good Man, through 
.- the Prevalency of fin and Tempration, 
' efor a time may fali. Particularly as 
to the Nuty of Praycr, and the ſpiritual 
Performance of -it. But then ſuch 
' Pertons, ſuppoſing them Upright in 
the main, who are nnder-tuch Back- 
flidings, arc far from approving them- 
ſelves in this Caſe, .or 1rom having 
any ſctled Peace. They have many 
an unpleaſing Thought. about their 
_ own Gaſe, many Retolutions ot Re- 
pentance, that they may be Recover- 
cd. They often ſay within them- 
= ſclvcs, We will go and return tour fu 
. Husband, for. then it was better with us 
than now ;, And every Providence of 
God, whether of Mercy or Affliction, 
they regard, as a Call from Heaven 
to awaken them. And if the Word 
preached come home to their particu- 
lar Caſe, they receive the . Warning, 
and do not reject it, or oppoſe it. 
 Burthe Perſons 1 ſpeak of, as in dan- 
ger of this Judgment, are ſuch, eſpe- 
- cially whoarc Securzy and 2uict under 
k the Guilt of great Tranfgreflions un- 
kg. Icpcnted of, and under the continued 
W--.- | Omiffion X 
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The Fourth Sermon. 1o5* 7 
Omiſfion of plain Duties. They are . | 
loſt as to any icnſe of Sin, ard they 
approve themleives fo for in their 
wretche:!! Couric, as ro ſpeak Peace 


ro themaſcive: norwithſtandines the 
[WW rcpcateci and loud -Calis, and Warn- 


ings of God to repeNtauice- 
Contcience o:d .formerly ſpeak, 
but they have fo long checxed, and 
- W ſtifled, and diſcouraged, and filenced 
$M the Voice of: Conicience, as to have 
Y MW loſt one of the greateſt Bleſhr.gs in the 
ry World, viz. Terderneſs of Conjcirnce. 
-W They have cither filenc'd their Con- 
- MW ſcience by main Force, or they have . 
- W diſhcarrened it by a ſlighting, difobe- 
/ WW dient Carriage ; or bribed ir by a 
s W Form of Godlineſs, an empty barren 
i W Proteffion : And fo it gives way to a 
, BB dcjutive defiructive Peace, either to 
1 MW flatter them in the way to Hell, or nor 
1M truly to injorm them of their danger 
- W ofic. 
Such perſons little Apprekend the 
. danger they are in. For it js much 
- || better to have an Awakened Conſci- 
ence, that roars againſt thee, than a 
* |. Stcepy, filent -Conicionce, ' that doth 3 
not teprove ' thee. I: js berter thy 
_ Confcience ſkouid nat fpcok a grod aord ».0 
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” -xo6s The Foutch Sermon, ' 
| tothee; thari, how great cauſe ſoever; 
there be, that it ſhould ſpeak oth: 
Hut good. That Conſcience ſhould i D 
ſpeak Peace, when God by his Waid Ml th 
ſpeaks Terrour, is dreadful in it cl, WW bl 
and more ſo, as to what it ſignifies, 
and has a tendency to, W 
* Neither is ſach a Spiric of Slum ſ D 
ber and Security only dangerous, W -S: 
as to the Perſons themſelves, in regard M be 
of the State ot their own Souls ; But M\ 7: 
theſe ſpiricual Judgments, where they MW ce 
:- Prevail as to great numbers of Pro- Ml 1 
” feſfing Chriſtians, cas ir is obſerved by W ol 
| many,) are uſually followed: with WW tt: 
- ſome terrible ſtrokes of Temporal WM p! 
Judgment roo. For as the firſt and MW V 
greateſt part of the Deliverance of MW w 
the Church is Spiritual, by the pour: 
ing out of the Divine ſpirit ; and the ſl 1 
E Recovery of the Life and Power of © S 
} . ſerious Religion, and the more plen- M <1 
; Tifu] ſucceſs of the Goſpel Miniſtrati- W re 
- ons; and this makes way for publick © a 
National Bleffings, even thoſe of ano WU a 


ther kind ,and is uſually attended with © e 
them : $0 the firſt Entrance into pub- | 

#. lick National Judgmenys, as to Tempo- i=. t 
x: rals, is by ſpiritual Jadgments, on the | - 7 
Body of the People, The aboynd- I 
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The Folirth Sermon, . 107 ? 
ing of ſuch ſpiritual Judgments, as 
we are now ſpeaking of, opens the 
Door to temporal” Calamities, and is 
the uſual Forerunner of the moſt terri- 
ble ones, even of thar kind. 

So it was with the old World, fo 
with the Jewiſh Nation before their 
| | Deſtruftion by theRomans;And fo,fays 
; I Salvian, was it with the African Churches 
| W before the Inundation of the Gotbs and 
\ Vandals; And the like in Jater Inſtan- 
ces, I believe, among our Neighbours, 
I wiſh there be: no moral Progneſticaitons 
of 2 Day of Evil on this Nation upon 
the ſame Account. We ought to ap- 
prehend the danger of ſuch a thing, 
WH We may on thele moral groynds very 
f W well fear it. | 

Bart it is the Caſe of Particular Perſon 

[ have now before me : And the more 
| Security and falſe Peace of Conſci- 
ence any have under great Guilc nn- . 
_ repenied of, or known Duty continu- 
ally negleQed, the nearer do any ſuch 
approath to tne danger of being giy- 
. en'upof God to their own Hearts Luſts: 
If they are nor already entered into 
. thar diſmal State. And yct how 
.- many ſuch, bleſs' chemſelves in their _ : 23 
Hearts, and. pleaſe themlelyes, has _ 
| PO a | - _ tney 
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, 4203. The Foutth Sermon, 

” , They are now ircc from the Fears of 
Hell . They do not trouble them- 
ſelves abour the State of their Souls, as 
others do, and.as they formerly did ! 
They have few or no ſad, and ſerious 
Thoughts, what ſball become of them 
in the Evcrlatting World, Or all 
Ochers, the:e are xeareſt wo ſuch a Judg«. 
ment. as that in tne Text: For when 

they fav Peace and Safety, fudden Deſtrufi- 
0n (hall overtake them as Travel on al at 
man with Child, 1. Th. 5. 3, They Ml fe 

. Now ſpeak Peace to themſelves, but MW I 
the next Day or Hour, they may WT bt 
know and feel the Truth of the divine Ml fu 
Threatening, Thar ihere & no Peace MB n 
fo the wicked Thcre are an hundred Ml n; 
threatnings in the Buok of Ged againſt MW p!' 
{uch, ws not one Promite of tatety I at 
for one Hour. And yet they can lve WW e 

& down, and rite, and go upanddown © C 

E - Securcly. They are not arraid when Ml DP 

- they lye dpwntoſlcep, th. they ſhall 

awake in Hell bciore the next Morn: I ij 

. Ing, They are not afraid when they | S 
ariſe and go abroad in the Morning, £ t! 
leſtthe Wrath of God ſhould overtake IU 
them before Night. Read the de-. if a 
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& icription of their {tn and [Danger a 
4 4 that terrible paſſage, Deut. 29. 18, 20, 
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The Fourth Sermon. x09. 

Ill ANOTHER Symptom of 
this Judgment, or dangerous Approach 
unto it, is when the Miniſtry of the 
Word, and Goſpel of Chriſt becomes 
a ta(tleſs, inſipid, incfietua] thing ;not 
attended with any tſuch ſpiritual Im- 
prefſions as formeriy. Heretofore 
you hardly heard a Sermon withour 
ſome Convictions of tn, and Reſolu- 
tions againſt it ; the Word. was quick 
and powerful, to give an humbling 
ſcenic of 1in.. and to excite your Reſos 
Jurions to ict upon negledted Durtes; . 
but 'now there 1s no ſuch thing. Yeay 
further, *'it may be the very. cxter- 
nal Worſhip of the Goſpel, the Ordi-- 
nances and Fofticorions of it, the Dif- * 
pencers of them, and they that yalue . 
and Miud thele things, are now ſcorn-* 
ed and reviled by you ; For thisis the 
Caſe of ſome Backiliders, after great 
Pretences, and an high Profeſſion. 

In ſuch a Caſe you will find your 
ſpiricual Apperite ro the Food of your 
Souls, (which conſiſts in Defires after 
the juncere Mhik of the word that you 
may grew thereby, to be much abatcd 
and loſt ; and thar Spiritual Savour .* 
ard Reliſh in the Food of your Souls, * 4 

which fgllpwed thoſe Delires, b Joſt, 2 
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” T1o Che Fourrh Sermon. 
too. Your P.eparations, Deſires, and 
Deſigns in coming to ſuch Inſticuttons, 
are otherwiſe than formerly. Though 
upon ſome Conſiderations you have 
' not thought fir to abandon the pub» I 
lick Worthip, yet you have no ſuch tl 
Appetite or Taſt, no ſuch Defires, and k 
noſuch Relifk,as to theſe things, as for- £| Þ: 
merly you had. Neither do you of latc I 1! 
experience any of thoſeexcellentEfteRs, Il At 
which' the Diſpenſation of the Goſ- 8 fe 
| pe is deſigned ro produce upon the IM T 
inds, and Cnnſciences, and Lives ih "" 
of Men. Though there is differ- I *t 
ence in the degree of theſe Declenſi- Il *! 
- ons, yet this is the high Road to Ob- I fo 
duration, Hardneſs of Heart, and fi- I *1 
* . nal Impeniceace. And therefore, to || © 
& Uſe the. Words of a learned Perſon © 9V 
concerning ſuch Apoſtates, **The Calls Il £d 
E ©f Godunto ſuch Backfliders in heart, | 
”- © for a return by Repentance, arc 
 * multiplied, and the Reaſonsof tare WW 
- * innumerable ; and without it, ic is I 8! 
'. © certain, that they ſhall periſh Ecer- £ M 
© nally, and they knqw not how ſoon || Fc 
:. they may be overtaken with that I Ve 
& © DeſtruQion,- Prov+ 29. 1. . He that be- 
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z * Dr. Owen, « Dominion of ſin and 
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The Fourth Sermon? rTrx {} 
© ing often reproved, hardens his Heart, Þ." 
hall ſuddenly be defiroyed, and that 
6ithout Remedy. 

If Men once come to this, that, un- 
der the moſt ſearching, lively Sermons, 
they can-continue ſecure, and wrlful ir + 
known fins; they may fear leſt they 
|| be left ro go further ; even to the hat- 

, © ing of Gadlineſs, and good Men; Or 

\ If =t leaſt to be fo far ſiupited, as nor to 
- ll feel any thing of the. force of Gods 
: | [errors, or the ſweerneſs of his Pro- . 
$ 


miſes; but to make a Jeſt of fin, and 
think a Life of Godlineſs a needleſs 
- I thing. Such Perſons, when it comes 
- I to this, eſpecially if they grow old in 
- | this Courie, have Cauſe to fear. Icſt 
3 | chey be forſaken of God, and given 
1 © over to their own Hearts Luſts, ſeal- 
s  £d up under Judicial Blindneſs, and 
;, I Hlardneſs of Hear, 
C 
c 
is 
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_ II” WHEN The Spirit of Grace * . * 
gives over ſtriving with the Souls of + 
Men. This isa moſt dangerous Caſe: 

n | Forexcepr He return, they arc-irreco- 

xx: | verably loſt, There is an abſolute - 

e- || neceflicy of the Influence of che Di 3 

Vine Spirit xo the Begining, Progreſs, #4 

ad Continuabice of the Spizicual Life z ... 
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bur chis Spirit of Litre and Power can 
'Overcome. But when ne gives over 
ſtriving with men.how deplorable muſt 
thei: Caſe be! And this he doth with 
. © Maiy, after they have reſifted the 
Spiric, and rebelicd againſt rhe Spirit, 
and vexed the Holy Spirit of God, as 
we rcad of tome thar did, Ads 7.51. 
Now if this bletied Spiric move not 
upon the Soul ot a Buckſlider, he can 

. Never be recovered. And when he 


and quenched, he way witndraw 10 
Anger ; ans God may jultly reſolve, 
as: concerning the old World, that his 
$piric ſhall {trive no more, v0 longer 
with them. 

Eſpecially when after a great Pro- 


E- Apoſtares, and deſpiſe Preaching, and 
E the other Inſticurions of the ſpe, 
F* +having done deſpite to the Spirit of Grace, 
- Heb.10. 29. hich, though ſpoken 
of open, final Apoſtaces, ſhould make 
Others that approach thereto to trem- 
| ble, And of bow much ſozyzr Puniſh- 
6. _u at ſach be thought - . guilty, that 
00 t 
Chrift, who bears Wicnols to his Fo: 
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12>. The Fourth Sermon, ® 


3 | and there 15 no Oppi{iion In the Soul, 


hath ofcen been repulſed. and grieved, 


feſſion of Chriſtianiry, . men turn- 


ws Deſpight ro chyg Spiric of 
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{sn and Dotrine! Who can tell the 
Dreadfulneſs and Horrour _ of their 
er Puniſhment 2? T he Conſtitution of the 


iſt Law of Meoſ-s reached bur toa rempo- 
vj ral Death without mcicy ; But beſltdes 
Ic cemporal. Judgments, 'ſuch a Guilt 
> | will expoſe them to Eternal Wrath, 


as | For the greateſt fin will have the grear- 
ti. | ct Puniiuuent. / ; 


un No wonder then if the Holy Spiric 
ix MF ſtrive no more with Perſons char 
3, WW come under this tremendous Guile , 
u FF that ſin apainſt the Holy Spirit, even 
c, I as. a Spirit of Grace ; doing Detpight 
's I fo the Spirit of Grace, who did in- 
r I Vice, and wooe, and draw them unco 
Chrift, ro bring them under the 
Bond of the Covenant. My'Spirit ſhall 
not alway ſtrive with men ,* Gen. 6.3 Heb. 
3- 13. Luke 13. 7. When the Spirit of 
Grace, and Love, and Benignity, hath 
ſhone, in upon their Minds, and often 
touched their Conſciences ; and ſes 
cretly whiſpered, Sinner, Wilt chou 
Not yet eurn ? What, baſt thou no In- 
Clinations to. return,to me ? O do nor. 
go on and periſh, &c, Now todel- 
pight this, very Spirit of Grace, muſt _ 
needs be attended with great Aggra-'. * a 
] VaLlOOS 
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” - vations of Guilt, becauſe it is after : 
 * ſome Experience of his Influence and- 
| Power. This muſt be one of the moſt Iſl *f* 
. dangerous Symptoms of a periſhing i Col 
loſt Condition': The Goſpel muſt Wl ! 

' needs be hid unto ſuch, becauſe, wich- WF 'P 
out the Light and Influence of the i 
Holy Spirir, it can have no faving oy 
Etle&t, JIf our Goſpel be hid, ſays our Lak 
Apoltle, it is hid to them that are bo, ] 
2 Cor. 4. 3. HWWheſe Minds are blinded ny 
by Satan, leſt the Light of the glorions : 
Goſpel of Chriſt ſhould ſhine into their " G 
Hearts, | Srv 
Though I1 mnſt here add, that no I 
Man, I believe, can determine, what ©) 
 Negrce of this Guilt. as to pacticular IM. * 
' Perſons, doth diſtinguiſh thoſe who WU, c 
ate Irrecoverably lo, from ſuch as are MW; C 
Recoverable, and may be called to Re- Iſl; © 
pentance. wo, | 


- IV. FHOUG H The Spirit Wh. 

have not done ſtriving 3 yer when 
The preaching of the Word, though © 
E- you cannot reliſt the Light of divine Ifl, © 
Truth, but ſomewhar of it ſhines into (| ;® 

the Mind and Conſcience ; if yet your 
LZearts ſtand out, and will not yield, 
$21s is a: dangerous Caſe, For men 
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may be convinced by the Word, *of 
the ſinfulneſs and Danger of their 
Condition ; they may come to deter-' 
mine and to pronounce Judgment 
upon themſcives, that what God re- 
quires of chem is bur Juſt and equal, 
and thar hitherto they have not.com- 
plied with his Call. One thing .or 
other, from day to day, hath hinder- 
ed them from coming up to the terms 
of che Goſpel, from a coyenant Clo- 
ſure with the Son of God upon the 
| Goſpel Call. : They may lay, . and 
own it before God and Men, © That 
* they are deeply convinced ſuch a 
*thing ought ro be done; Burt | have 
* not yet tound the time, or the Lei- 
* ſure, or che Heart, to retire into a 
* Cloſer, and confider ir, ayd fer abour: 
* It in good carneſt, and give up my 
* Soul to him; Iam convinced I muſt 
*do ity or [cannot enter into Heaven ; 
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; | | am convinced I mult turn, or I 
ſhall d e; lam ſatisfied this my pre- | 

= þ ſent Courſe mult iſſue in my Ruine, 

\ | ay Eternal Ruine; that if I goon 

, Rfand dye in this Caſe, I am loſtfor # 
| ever, Bar yer, not withſtanding fuch PF. 
Convidtions, with many, {till the AZeart T2 


holds our againſt all chat can be a LET” 
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The higheſt and the moſt impor: 


raut matters that can be named, though W Inc 
propounded with the cleareſt Evi- | 
dence, and repreſented as of the near- © wh 


eſt Concern to them, yet do nor effetu- IM ib 
ally prevail* with them: Though W ”P 
_ we propoſe, in. the Name of God,rthe i 23 
lacouragment of that Bleſſedneſs, and Tt 
Priviledge, which no man,. that un- I Pri 
| derſtands and believes, but muſt de- F V4 
fire ; Though we flaſh the Fire of Hell WW! 
before them, and endeavour by the be 
Terrors of the Lord to per{wade Ml be 
them ; yer they have heard of theſe ®! 
|  - things ſo often, that they arc not moy- iſ 
z-* cd by them to yield themſelves to 2 
the Lord. All that we ſpeak inthe © Þ 
Name of. Chriſt is as a Tale thats © W 
told, oy .-have heard it ſo often it | 2* 
makes little Impreffion : Things arc I 
- come to that ſad paſs with them, and | 1 
I they arc Scrmon-proof to that Degree, fr 
E that (to uſe the words of a Gre tf 
.  manz) unleſs we could ſpeak of great 
cr things than Heaven and Hell, we tl 
+ "cannot move them. And though fÞ * 
k. their Minds are inliphtened , and | b 
Tome Conviftions begun ;, yer their £] V 
i Euſts carry the Day againſt theit 4 


gConvictions $ Conſcience is .baffled, 
ACE G Ew... ; .of 


th , 
£F? " 
> EEE , 
4 + et Ir 24. 4 PSS 
TT 94 4% $2 
" % - of af Py ” wa % ® 
WT *g by” of » >. IF , 
RE OD 


OO VOY WON: "FX. . fo > 
4 o* ob At . f PS BY 4 
> - x OS SLOW "*" "TTY E: x % y * 
| as IE. z * Br. dP #3 
6 IagS Eo." 44 4 L FF Fo _ ; Sk al wh  nR 3 4 we. 


f UULULU SYPEULTTLUELL 
or kept under by the Power of vicious 
Inclinations. * I 
And while men go on at this rate, 
who can tell but God may ſay, Lec 
them alone ? but that he may give them 
up to thoſe Luſts they have choſen, 
and fo their' Condition be deſperate ': 
Though they themſelves do not ap- 
prehend it to be ſo? And as to indi- 
vidual Perſons we cannot diſtinQly tell 
: when it is ſo; bur ſo zt may be, and God 
be clear in his Righceouſneſs herein 2 


3 
,. 


& W'+ 
becauſe it is penal, and after grear 
Provocations, and it was lately other- 
wiſe with them : Bur they ſinned 


o'f away their Mercy, and out(tood their 

ec | Day. There was a time when he 

s & would have becn found of them, bur 

tl now he will not. + O that thou hadfs. 

e known in this thy day the things that be- + * 
{ B long nnto thy Peace! Now they are hid ***; 
8 from thine Eyes + A little while ago + 
t i they were nor. 

- But to preyent miſtake, Remember, 

« F that though the Spiric retiring trom 

| & ſuch, does infer their Day of Grace to 

{ . be paſt, if be return not; and for ought 

- | yon can tell, be never may z, yet he doth . |} 
|| not Darken their Minds by putting: +4 
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F - in.the-ourward- performance of ſuch 
= - and ſuch Duties of Worſhip, in pub- 
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llDifpoſition of Mind. God retires, M 6 
”. and the Spirit leaves you, after you MW ;+ 
- have provoked Rim, and fo you are W v4 
laſt. He only ſays, © This wretched Ml thi 
* *©.Creature will not be prevailed with, M yi; 
© heperliſts ina careleſs NegleQ of mc, F - 0a 

* and my Son and Spirit ; we will of 

\* leave him, and let him alone to his 

* own Luſts, ro walk in his own Coun- or 

< fels; *O dreadful Doom | how ſhould the Þ: to 
Danger of it ſtartle us ! MM N 


 .V, THERE are Others, whoſe 
Caſe is: exceeding dangerous , who, 
after ſome trial in the ways of God, 
for-want of that ſenſible Joy and Com- 
fort which they expe&ed, grow wea- 
ry of them, and leave them off. & hey 
.were formerly diligent, and conſtant 


Itck and private; but now bave laid. 
them aſide, Some of theſe, Itbc- 
lieve, have now and then a ſentence of 
Condemnation' within themſelves, 
* but: Others are hardened paſt feeling, 
They tried a while, and began hope- | 
fully, and made a little Progreſs, Bur ; 
their Convidtions did not preſently . 
pad in peace of Conſcience, they did 
_—. Es. not 
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not preſently. meet with that comfor- 
table ſettlement, and Eſtabliſhment 
which they.hoped for ; cithes through 
their own Ignorance, or want of Ad- 
'þ vice, and Counſel concerning the 
? fate of their Souls, or from the Power 
| Þ of Temptation, &c. But not finding 
> ſuch Peace and Joy as they expected, 
or ſo ſoon, they give over, and go back 
' to their wonted Courſe of fin, .and 
' Negle@ of God. © 
This is the Caſe of many convinc- 
ed -in their Touth, They tollow the 
Tendency of that for ſome time, they 
hope for a good life, and that their 
Trouble of Soul will be quickly over 
They pray and read, and confels lin, 
/ WU and mourn for it, 8&c. But find not 
© preſently the Peace they expected, 
| W they find their Luſts to: ſtrive and ſtir 
NF fill, and fin and Satan nar to be over- 
| come, and ic may be ſome Corrup- 
| I tions arc more ftrong than formerly, 
or they are more ſenſible of their 
\ | firength, and Atting 2 Hereupon the 
Devil ſuggeſts ro them matter of Dit- 
couragment, and their own Hearts 
are ready to make them ſay, nati- 3 
morous Deſpondency of Spirit, * Lice. 
©] am extered into A melanchol 
NM <q 


ol 


© courſe of Life; 1 ſee noend of theſe 
© Troubles, 1 fear I ſhall never attain 
- *to Peare as long as hearken to my 
” * Conſcience 2 If 1 thus Jet every fn | lil 
- , *© trouble me, I ſhall never have adays ic 
E- *Quiett If [ am thus nice, and ſcru-' ar 
* pulous, and tender about fin and Du- 
* ry, I ſhall never while | live gee ourof 
© theſe Perplexities. Therefore 1will / 
* even caſt all off, I will give my ſelf} 
© more Liberty, and hearken ro my{}, 
' © Conſcience ho longer ; 1 will takd 
* my Pleaſure as I ſee others do, and 
_ © not wait any longer for thoſe Plea- 
* ſures of another | kind, which I was 
© told of, bur deſpair ot attaining, 1 C 
© give up all for oſt, as to any of theſe t| 
Cthings, I ſhall never reach them); 
© therefore ] will do as well as I can 
©fqr the-preſent; I will drive away 
© my-melancholy Thoughts by Com- 
* pany, and Wine, and Mirth, 8c., 
Herenpon ſuch Perſons *come in a 
little while to diſlike all fach Books, 
£ and Preaching as would revive their 
#.. ConyiClions, and to avoid the very 
t. QCGompany of thoſe who knew aoy 
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thing ot the ſtare of their Souls, while 
poder Convittion, and arc like to 
ak-to them about it. That Mini- | 
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The Fourth Sermon, rx XV 

* ftry that will not let them alone, and +." 
ſuffer them to be quiet in the Enjoy= ©} 
y ment of their Luſts, they cannot re- 
n liſh; and in a little while they care 
'S for none at all ; unleſs their Credit, 

'W arid Reputation, or Temporal Inter- 
, eſt, or ſome ſuch Motive, ingage them 
- to attend it, Or elſe they curethem- 
ſelves by ſome falſe Dor ines, 'thar - 
put an cnd to their Conviftions, and _ 
make them eaſily perſwade them- 
ſclves that they are Elefed, and that 
' Chbrift is theirs, and their Sins are pars 
doned, or were ſo from all Ercrnity, &c. 
Bur this is a hazardous and dreadful . 
Caſe, when Perſons arrive to this pitch, 
they had need look about them, and 
Return quickly, leſt God ſhould give 
them over. | : 


VI W HEN men continue-in fin, 
- and put off their Repentanceand Turn- 
' ing to God, with this Thought and 
Intention,that they will ſome time or other 
Repent, and turn to God, but not yet, 
One can hardly tel], whether the }3 
- provoking Guilt, and Danger of ſucha - 

Caſe, be g®dater than the horrid Abſur- 4 

dity of it. And vet thisisa Deluſton, 4 
that has ruined T ;ow/andgalimage nh 
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ample Haryeſts for the Devil. They 
have ſome Tremblings under the. 
Word, as Felix when the Apoſtle dif- 
' courſed of Righteouſnels, and Tem- 
. perance, and Judgment to come ; But 
the convenient.time tor their complying 
with theirConviQions, and pertorming 
their good Reſolutions, is not come, 
. bur they intend it, they reſolye it. 

I would fain ask ſuch Perſons, that. 
now continue in known ſin, unrecon- 
ciled to God, who yet intend to Repent ; 
whether they indeed think that God 
will Accept, and forgive them when 
they do .Repent, or that he wilnot? If Wl 
they ſay, _.as doubtleſs they will, We = 
think and hope he. will forgive us, and 
whenever we ttuly Repent, he has 
promiſed to receive us.” Yer, 

x. IS ir not then the baſeſt, and the 
moſt horrid Ingratitude that can be, 
to continue longer to abyle the Gracc 
of ,God, to affront him, and rebe\ - 

{ againſt him, and delay- your Return 
-- to him, with this Thought ? Dare 
2 you ſay to the God of all Grace, who 
| - as. born with you ſo long, * Lord, I 
nf have diſhonoured th Nene for (0 
- ret ny years, | have (lighred thy Au- 
*-tQority, 1 bave diſobeyed thy Calls, 
£1 hayc refuſed thy Grace, I have cx- 
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mn Che Fourth Sermon,” 125 
.© poſed (my ſelf to- thy righteous An- 

- 8 all my Life hitherto; O ler mae 
6 2Jone to do fo thus much longer, and 
<then I will Repent, then 1 will ask thee 
© forgivenels, How ungrateful, how 
abfard is luch a Speech !__ 

2. WILL Not the ſame Argu- 
ment that keeps thee from Repenting 
now, be as {trong hercafter ? For after 
all the little obxxQzons againſt Repent- 
ing, and Reforming at preſent; the } 
only one at the bottom 1s, becauſe it iy \,} 
\ Preſent ;, and that will ſtill hold : S0 ? 
. thatyourTurning toGad will be as im- 
probable at any time hereafter, as now. 

It ought to be very well conſidered 
in this Caſe, T hat whoever contioues 
in fin with this Thought, and Deſign 
of Repenting hereafter ; the Devil 1s ſure 
| ro proſper 1n any Attemf} againſt that 

Man. For when that time comes to be 
preſent, unto which he has adjourned 
his intended Repcntance, the Argu- 
ment will be as ſirong again(t repeating 
then, as it is for delaying uow. He will 2? 
then adjourn it to ſotne diſtance ſeaſon. .Þ 
3. DO You know what Repentance 
| 1s, that you wiil venture upon {in with, 
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a Dciign ro Repent ? That 1s, 1h&t 
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 ' x24 UThe Fourth Seton, _ * 
you! reſolve and intend, to wiſh you 
ad neyer done; to be heartily ſorry 
that you were ſuch Fools as to doic. W C 
'You reſolye rodo that, which you re- Þ hz: 
folye,-to be aſhamed of, and toloath fa 
your ſelves for, and would give all the EF z- 
Norld, if it were in your Power. that ÞÞ m 
you had not done it 2 For this is im- W 
plied in Repentance. Now is it becom- fa 
ing the Wiſdom, and Reaſon 'of a F 
Man, thus to at? - 'u 
* . 4 ART Thouſuretolivetothat KW © 
- time, unto which thou delayeſt thy 
© 'Repentance, and Turning to God ? 
With how many cvery week is that. 
- the Cafe, who intend to Repeat, ſome 
nme ot other, but dye before che time 
comes ? | 
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VL W HAT If Gog ſhould give 
- thee over to thine own Hearts Lylts ? 
| 'May he not juſtly leave thee ro the 


E hardneſs of thine impenitene Heart ? 
- Doth not ſuch a Carriage of thinc 
+ deſerve it? If thou wilt go on from 
E Month co Month, from year to year, in 
& the neglef of known Duties, under the 
Eonvictions of Conſcience, that thou 
& nor yet<Lurned to God, or recon-. 
ied to him; thou wilt, 7 ſay,yer go on, 
Wm: Ss. Reg Ss all 
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| The Foll 1) Ber [2,1 125 "" 
and continue as thou art, though |} 
thy Hearr tell thee, if thou dye in this \,* 
Condition chou mult periſh ; agd thou - 
haſt nothing to relieve thee in this 
fad Caſe, bur only an Intention to Re- 
pent' ſome «time hereafter : O*how Juftly 
may God deny that Grace to Thee, 
which thou haſt ſo long abuſed, and 
forfeited, and wilt not now Accept ! - 
How righteouſly mayſt thou be ſcaled 
- up to DeſtruQtion, by Gods forſaking 
of thee !- 


VII THERE is another ſort, 
whoſe Caſe is exceeding dangerous, 
viz. Who' often fall into the ſame 
ſins, which they Repent of, and arc 
ſorry for. After they have finned 
they Repent of thoſe ſins again; an 
after ſome Reptatance, they commit 
the ſame ſins TJgain ; and ſo have the 
Aggravyations of finning againſt Know- 
ledge, Now to him that knoweth todas 
#00d, and doth it not , that knowerh «4 
what is evil, and forbears it not, to his ' © 
it is ſin with a Witneſs, Zam. 4.7. He ©} 
that knew his Maſters Will, and did it noty 
. ſhall be beates with many ſtripes, Luk 
I2, 49. py 44 . X 
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E - It is a. dreadful paſſage, though 5 


*, ſpokcn of Apoſtates from rhe Profeſſion 


 *- of Chriſtianity unto Judaiſm or Hea- fefl 
-  theniſm, Heb. 19 26, 27,28, 29. That I © 
| ſuchas ſinafter the Knowleds of the Truth, Cn 
|. - there remains no more ſacrifice for ſuch ſins. E 


* For what further Guilt may not ſuch 
* finsagainſt Knowledge bring them to, h 
> -and iflue. in ? Doubtleſs th: more you th: 
Know, and have conſidered the iſſue. G 
| and Conſequence of ſuch ſins, (as by ' | ® 
| renewing your Repentance 1s implt- 
t. ed, that ſomething- of this kind has 
t been done , ) che more aggravated 
E 1s your Sin afterward, and the more 
E. dangerous your Caſe. And the mare 
- ſtruggle. and ſiriving there has been 
|. of Conſcience aged Corruption ; 
and yet thy Luſts have carried the day 
{. and got the victory ole-Conſcience; 
© The:morc Vows ant! Promiſes of A- 
t- mendiment that you have made, and 
- broken, and ſinned againſt ;' repenr- 
- ing of your Repentance, as Pharosh 
FA the greater is your fin and Danger: 
£ The: more Warnings you, have had 
Lat God by his Providence, and the | 
re awakening Calls of his Word, || 
b-yert you-continue this Courſe of 
bing, and repeating, of repenting, 
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and finning ſtill ; the more dangerous 
is your Caſe, Eſpecially under a pros 
feffion of Religion. For in a little 
time Conſcience thus affconted is like 
enoughto be hardened. and to be ſeared - 
4s with an hot Tron, 2 Theſ. 2. 12. And 
God may give you up to an impen1- 
tent Heart, leaving you to commit 
the grolſeſt Abominations, without 
ſhame or Remorle, as he did the 
Gentiles, Rom 1. 21,24, 26, 28- 

If ſuch be ever awakened to Repen- 
trance in this World, this very Conſt- 
deration will pierce them tothe Heart; 
this will make them ready to deſpair ; 
That, as the Apoſtle ſaid of himſelf, 
1 did it 1gnorantly, therefore 1 obtained 
Mercy ; They will be ready to cry out 
againſt themſelves, I did ſo and fo, 
bur ic was agaizft Knowledge, therefore 
there is zo Merdy for me. There re- 
mains for ſuch, without Repentance 
+ a fnoſt fearful Puniſhment, Anda fear- 
ful looking for, and ExpeQtarion of 
ſuch Puniſhment, in the Conſciences 
of thoſe who have ſinned at this rate. - + 
And there.be very Few of thoſe who . 
have lived long under the preaching olga 
the Word, and continued to fin rhup pr 
- againſt- Knowledge, and! Conſciennl 
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þ  . to give you up toa reprobate Mind, 
 - and to leave you to hardncſs of 
_ Heart. 


VIIL W HEN, Notwithſtanding 
the Prafeffion of Religion. and out- 


as to groſs and notorious ſins, There 


i - -merly have ſtarted back at ſuch or 


are calily overcome, without Con- 
cern_. or \truggle. Sin has the Maſtery 
- and Domimion in the Soul, they go 
--, On to commir it without Check cc 


;. are willing ſubjects; For to whom you 
| yield your Servants to obey, his Servants ye 


| Ln hath got by your own Conſent, 
ayjuſtly, as ir. commonly doth in che 
Went, bring chat Bandage, and Sla- 


"3x 
£ 
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| z very few ſuch are; 
' recovered to Repentance- Certainly} 
the greatcr the Knowledge is vou fin 
againſt, the more you provoke God ' 


. ward Attendance on the Durics of it, 
. + Jetſin has the Dominion and Maſtery -' 
2 An the- Soul; and ſenſual Inclinations 
$ . arc indulped wicthour reſtraint, even_ 
are ſome Backſliders, who would for- 


ſuch a Temptation, who can: now | 
| baldly center into it, readily yield, and 


Fear. They conſent to its Rule, they | 


bare, Rom, 6- 6. And that victory which 


yery 


i very under fin; which is Faagare and 
WM nd: Thai tlavery to {in which ac 
in W firſt was voluntary, afterwards becomes 
xd WM knavordable. You 'are held in the 


i, MW. Chains of your own ſins, you are cap- 

1 tivated*and 'ovrecome by your own 
luſts,t#hile: they prowiſe themſelvesLiberty, 
lays the Apoltle, they are the Servants of .- 

8 i Corruption 2 for of whom a Man ts over- 

- MW come, of the ſame is be brought into Bon- 

dage, 2. Pet. 2.19. X 

- There is leſs hope of ſuch Men that 
aregrown loole and ſenſual,after they 
have been forward 'Profeſlors : And 
they are harder to be recovered than 
any others. For they are more like» 
ly.to be left of God. Some. have un- 
 warily ſaid',. that an open. profligate 
debauched Perſon is nearerthe Grace of 
God andfalvationbyChriſt,thana moral. 
honeſt- Mar, thar is kept from the groſ- 
fer. Pollutions of the World. But 
ſuch Expreſhions ſhould not make us 
think, that.God -will invite and wooc 

- usthe more earneſtly, rhe further our 

fins have divorced us from him. *Ic 

5 trite, the Holy Ghoſt can: cleanſe a 

andadorn,and prepare himſelf a room yy 

*. Dr. Hammonds Sermons, p. 275+ 
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be repuſed'by the molt -habituateſn, | 
. oft, Devil And ſome have been thus | 
marched like fire-brands out of the © 
Fire,” -and changed from incarnate 
Devils to incarnate Saints. Yetthoſe 
extraordinary and rare Examples mult 
not be thotght a Rule... - Therefore in 
ordinary*charitable Reaſon, we ought 
to Judge morc hopefully afchoſe Men, 
who have not run into the grofſſelt 
fenſualiries,. and Corruptions of the 
World ; -vf ſuch eſpecially, who by 
any common Influence of the Spirit, 
with the Word , have been kept back 
. from great ”Tranſgreffions ; fo that by 
the Knowledge of Chriſt, they have 
eſcaped the Pollutions of the World; 
 andbythe Advantage of their Educa- 
|, tion, 'agd common-Grace, and Provi 
-" dence, have been reſtrained from foul 
Miſcarriages: If ſuch as theſe do af 
terwards become profane, and look; ' 
and fenfual, and prolly carnil ; ic #: 
ſaid ofthem,'therr latter End-is like tobe 
worſe than their Begining, And it had been 
Lk. better for them not to have known the Way 
of Righteouſneſs, that, after baving known 
8, to turn from the boly Commandments. 
E* That ſom: Men may fin them- 
"mi 4 3c HI Þ " - flve 
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ſdves into a ftate''of Incuroble Impenr 
terie, |1s. very plain from Scripture, 
Your .negle& and Provocatiens: may 
puc Chriſt co his Irreyerſible Qach, 
and make 6m {wear as be once did, 
that . you (hall not enter into his Reſt, Meh. 
2.11, -And that this is of force in the 
times of the Goſpel, is more than inq- 
mated; v. 12. Exhortipg profefſng 
Chriſtians -at that time, co-beware of 
an Evil bart of Unbelizf, from the. Ex- 
ample of the {ſraclires, That Terti- 
ble-place . ſa. 6. 9. Is quoted no (is 
than ix times in the New Taſtamept, 
as if it. belonged to them, who {it un- 
dex, Goſpel Light. BE 
As: $6:that difficult. paſſage, Heb. 6. 
4, 5-: Concerning thoſe who had been 
made - Partakers. of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
faſted-zof ;the gaod Word of God, and of the 
Papers of the World ta come, and yet. ,did 
/ fall qnay.;-it is ſaid, it is impoſſible to re- 
nep:$hem again. In the ordinary way 
I !tis notto be expetted, Though chat 
Paſſage. do, eſpecially reſpect ſuch 
Apoſiates 45 openly renounced Chriſti- 
anity.,,cfycifying che- Son of God a- _. | 
fretht: Fer; ſuch as, ;after a plauſible thay 
Frofgfhon, turn to ailooſe and notort>..1 
oully wicked Lite, wherher chey keep WY 
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that Profeſſion till;” or -abandon it 


they are greatly in danger of thelike Jo 
Talliwiene ror ' the Earth that drinks i £ 


 - * the: Ran that often comes upon it, and yet 
 . brings forth notbing but Briars, is rejedted, 
an 1s meh unto Curſuig, whoſe end 15 to}: 
burzed, as it thete tollows, 7, 8. V. 
Their Caſe is next to hopeleſs and 
deſperate. And what reaſon have all 
Backſliders to fear, leſt they fin chem- 
ſelyes into ſuch a diſmal ſtare. 
UVſe.1,And let that be the firſt Improve- 
ment] would make of this Diſcourſe, 
To awaken Apoates, and Backſliders 
to Conſider their Danger. It may bc 
you have gratificd hope Luſts, not- 
withſtanding the Light of Conſcience, 
and the Motions of the Spirit; Now, 
it :may be, you can fin with leſs Re- 
gret, and don't feel the Wounds 
you. give your ſelves © by your 
Tranſgreffions ? Can you fay:but that 
the” Blefſed Spirir is retired in” great. 
meaſure already ? And is it any Won- 
der, after ſo many ſtruggles andCon- 
flidts, if he ſhould for ever Retire, and 
.... leave you to the full 'uncomttoulable 
&. Dominion of your own Luſfts? If-he 
ſhould fay , he 5hat is filthy, -let bimbe 
{:7; becauſe you would not bepdirged, - 
"Y Ke 1 2% © Yo 
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n you ſhall not be purged, t1]] 7 make my Fury ; 


#0 reſt upon you. -. nt 
Awake therefore, and conſider your 
Danger. You that find any of theſe 
things agree to your own Caſe. be- 
| ware leit you be in the Number of 
thoſe that draw back unto Perdition, in 
whom God ſays his Soul can take no 
Pleaſure, Heb. 10. 38. Take no Pleaſure, 
that is, whom he loaths, and deteſts. 
Were we not under ſome great De- 
"| clenfion, ſome ſad degree of Hardneſs - 
i of Heart our ſelves; how ſhould we 
| pity the Caſe of all ſuch Perſons who 
 Þ arc near this Judgnient 2 With what 
hearty Concern for them, ſhould we ' 
5 endeavour their Recovery, did we 
| knowbetter, and believingly conſider 
morc, what it is to be left, of God, and 
iven-over! With what hearty Grief 
uld I mourn over ſuch Perſons ! 
With what Groans, and Tears: of 
Compaſſion ſhould 1 warn them, and 
try to awaken them, if my own Heart 
1 | werenot under ſomwhat of this Hard- 
neſs, which they are like to be totally p 
” | given up unto! FS, 
I ankle ar firſt, | was loth to preach» - iſs 
or publiſh theſe things, leſt 1 ſhoula®. 
give, lome to Dlpers. Bae upon. mote” ,..; 
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{aus Conſideration, 1 do not think - 
that the Generality of -People are fo 
vety apt to Deſpair. They have ten 
caduſand ways 'to flatter therhſelves, 
and they will hope for the molt part, 
it! deſpight of all Arguments to the 
Contraty. In all the Scripture there 
bur one Example of a deſpairing Man, 
ad that was Judas ; Who did not 
deſpzrr by reafon of any terrible 
Dotrine which was preached to him, 
Bit becauſe of the Load of his own 
foul-in. and the Weakneſs and Pultlla- 
fittfiry of his own Spirit, Bur for one 
who” deſpairs, O what Multtudes arc 
there who live in ſin, and yer Stbt ſua 
ter 'benedicunt, think themſelves in a 


gov Condition, and that all is well; 


ough 'the. Scriptures ſay, that the 
Righteous ſhall ſcarcely be-ſaved, and 
that the Gare is ſtraight that leads to 
Etfe; yer every Body almoſt hopes to 
be faued, in the Courſe they are in, 

though it be the broad way. | 
'YOU thar are under any of theſe 
datigerous Symptorns.that approach to 
ſuch a Judgment, rake heed :of En- 
jptaging your ſelyes in a faiſe Hpe of 
wattor, Brehittk your ſelvey,, ap- 
WE your Davyar; and awalte to 
& ©. ** _.:.;:- prevent 
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prevent the difmal Ifluc. Make haſte, 
"and eſcape for your Life, if yer there 
be ' Hope of your Recovery... It myſt 
be ſpeedy Repentance, now, while it is 


| called to day, before the Maſter of the 
Houſe be gone, and the Doo? ſhut : For 


then many ſhall ſeek to enter, and ſhaff not 
'be able., For ſo we read, Luk: 13. 24s ' 
25, Verſes connedted, without. a full - 
ſtop berwcen them, as in our Tran- 
flation. | 
If you are nor yet ſealed up; and 
]Iven over, (as the Motions of the 
Spirit yet ſtriving with you, andfoine 
Concernedneſs about your own Caſe, 
| is a good Argument that:you are not. ) 
| O awake, and cal! upon God! Re- 
membering whence you are fallen, *{ 
| and repent preſently t For,if you re- | * 
ſift, and refuſe this Cal! of God, you 
may never have Another, or never 
have Grace to hearken to another, and 
then the Ifluc will be the ſame. 
TI'would hope, that none of thoſe to 
whom [| now ſpeak are fo Loft but they 
may be Recovered ( And I cannot  :? 
think that any who reads this, is inp; 
hopeleſs a Caſey bur he may find Ma: 
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EF bebe guilty ofit Youarc not abſolute: © pt 
, ly givenover and forſaken of God, or C 


| ſure that you ſhall finally be ſo, char 6. 


this Spirit will no mote return,though he 
in ſome Degree you are forſaken; Yc 
If you are brought to conſider your | or 
-Danger, and to reſolve to uſe Means cr 
ro prevent the fatal Iſſue : You are not at 
finally left of God, whatever dan- a\ 
gerous Approaches you have made to 9. 
luch a Judgment. In the Conſidera- lc 
tion therefore of your Danger, awake to 
to..uſe Gods appointed Means, And *W ye 
heres ON * "of 
141 might adviſe, that you Watch al 
carefully :leſt. youenter into Tempra- ſt: 


tion. 2. T hat you take heed of ſlight to 
[Thoughts of 11n. 3. That you labour F/ 
to have right Apprehenſions concern- of 
E ing the Atrributcs of God, and thete= | nm 
| / nor of the New Covenant by Chriſt I tt 
+ Jeſus. 4. That you attendthe Miniſtry eo 
”. of the Word, with a Deſire and De- at 
ſign of ſome ſpiritual Advantage,ſuira- Þ|Þ w 
& ble to your own Caſe. Take heed of uy 

z being ſlight and carelc(s inthe uſe of T 
thole Means, that muſt cure a hard | a 
gart,' if ever it be cured. 5. In. the al 


zof all Means, look up to God for: fa 

uence ofthe diyine Spjrip #Ap- } * 
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orchend: the Neceſficy of ir, for- the 


Cure of a hard or backſliding Hearr. 


6. Call your ſclyes often to an Accoun 

how matters. ſtand between God an 

you, 7. Ingage more heartily, ſeri- 
cret Prayer. 8, Improve the ſickneſs 
and Death of others, as Warnings to 
awaken the Thoughts of your own. 
9.In any Doubt and Difficuity of Con- 
ſcience, (cfpecially under Temptations 


to Deſpair,) do nor. ſcruple to open; 


| your Caſe to ſome faithful Miniſter 


'of Chriſt, that may enlighten and 


and guide you, 10. Labour to under- 
ſtand diſtintly what that Repentance 
towards God is, and that Faith in our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, which arc the ſtated Terms 
of Life, and the Condition of the 
new Covenant. And never give over 
the uſe of Means, till you are brought 
tra;Repent of a!l your ſins againft God, 
and truly to believe in Jeſus Chriſt 


with all your Heart; evidencing your- 


unfeigned Faith by new Obedience. 
Therefore take heed by what Merks 
and Szens you Judge your ſelves, leſt 
all ybgr Soul Trouble ſhould cnd ina 


Þ nia” | of "0" 3 of 
» 4 \ PF « = 
2:1 ev" IEP = on en Me”. va 
* d P ks « 4 "" >. 5,7 $0 «> IL 
, X * {<4 4 
Y s A - * 4 __ -. 
#31. # Y, TY 
ho * - - Sd MS oof # "Pp . _ 
PEIETES TIT , $"<: .- : 
C LH % x TE at __ + 3% 
* # \ one Bad ov 2 It. y, 7. a. e” þ. 7 
OTOL LIT 7 M1! 6 
2 + : a <2 + Q wy & ' i. 
CRY Wer » 


a. he 
g it <5; % p 


p n it 8: a 2 4 x Ree ny ris + £ q ; 
4 : 'F Lat bed et ETSY ed BIy Sure " 4; g 6 a ab? - bo. as ha a 4+ . , , 3008, o? is ALE: " 
<a BIN * —- ka RO edt REIT: \ "s .* ie ” k 3% 4 > 
*, : . þ . > ; - 
« . ” ® \ 0 . « WV 
* . 
: * x '$S- WL ke Vv , 
* - * 
, . WU? 
4 oy % 
F - 
. . " Y 44 
k . 0 
: 
: OS 
- ” 


oy conſtantly in the ule of ſe- 


Fx. 
1 


Fs i» WY 
i $443 2g xe YEN 
; ; Ig $- IH 
*, . p > 45'S 1% 
a> 


wv 


T , 7 - 2 
3 dank 3504-32 


be +» B # 

Ke © 
*: vv "Tat 
, do * $i 

"w F A 

y 0 «>» 

F $., OE" 

Y F K 

MIR. 

% 


XC 
"do; 


o 


bo 


” x38 Che Fontkh Vermon.. | 
” ing the Admonition: 4gainft that. falſe 
' Peact; which one great Work: of. our 
Miniſtry is: todeſtroy. - For there are 
Multizdes of - People -who pretend to 
love God, and to loye good Men, and 
' toitruſt in Chriſt that: he dy&d for 
them; and to rely on Chriſt, and to 
calt cliemſelves on Chriſt, and think 
they believe on him, and that they 
all be ſaved. Who willtell you that 
3s for: Obedience, they mind ir as they 
F canz;though they be not as good as 
. ethers; their Hearts are good, and 
& they mean well, and they know their 
own. Hearts betrer thau Miniſters do: 
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"ment, Burt matters ſeem there cot 


of a right Kind, grounded. on Scri 


not know,or belicye that they ſhall pey- 
iſh for ever, rill after the genera! Jug 


repreſented, as applicd co the: Perfots 
of thoſe who ſhall be found alive at the 
End of this World, or whoſe Eternal 
State in the next World 1s concluded, 
by what their Caſe is when they kaye 
this ſtate of ſalvation. COLE 24: 


SE F Therefore that your Hopes be 


ture Eyidence, pur:tying the: Heart, 
conquering the World, exciting thy 
Deſires after Chriſt and Heaven, mak- 
in} thee to ſin leſs, and- to pleals and 
glorifie God more. Such. an. Hopi 
you may hold faſt, it will nor make 
you aſhamed, Bur of all things fear 
a falſe Hope, Dread it as you wouldthe 
ſin of Deſpair; yea as the moſt 'danger- 
ous of the two, becauſe more common. 
I mean not « Deſpair of rhe"-fofficiency 
and Willingnets of Chriſt to pardon 
and fave thee, if thou repent, 'and-be» -/ 
lieve, and obey him; Not a Defpap... 
of finding Mercy, if thou heartily ſenltSt5 4 


ic:* Bur deſpair thou muſt of ever #8632 
| "- ; ; a [+ ; $ fl >, Res 


ing .God zhithour: Hgſhwel 
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E. eternal Salvation to any, but ſuch as 
: +tlicvc and him + Deſpair of eſ- 
E -<aping Ecernal Death ifthou live after 
- - the . 2 Deſpair of entering into 
'Heaven if thou wilt not ſeck it in the 
firſt place : Deſpair of cſcaping' the 
Doom of periſhing with the Ungodly, 
except you ſoundly Repent, except 
you turn to God, and Holineſs, from 
fin and the World; except you peni- 
tenitly and thankfully accept of Chriſt, 
obey and follow bim as your Lord and 
Saviour. Deſpair therefore otever be- 
ing ſaved in the ſtate chou art in, with 
whom it is not thus. 
' GOD will ere long deal flah- 
ly with thee, and let chce know the 
ruth. And what will it avail thy 
periſhing Soul, for Miniſters to de- 
 ceive, and flatter thee with vain Hopes ; 
when, without Repentance and curn- 
* Ing to God in Chriſt, chere isnone ? 
© Nay ifany thing keep thee out of Hea- 
ven, (1 ſpeak of the Caſe of moſt or- 
ginary Hearers, and Profefſors,) If any 
ting keep thee our of Heaven, iris 4 
ſe 'and groundleſs Hope of coming thi- 
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and you 2-7 
We muſt be. accountable to God cre. 
long, as well as you : We 'muſtſland 
before his Judgment ſeat as well as 71 
you. Why ſhould we give you Hopes, 7 
if God .do give you none? I therefore: 
ſay it again, that, without ſpeedy and 
ſincere Repezntance towards God, and. 
Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, evidenced by cor- 
dial: faithful Odoedience to him, there 
is no Hope. for any one of you. And 
chey thar htac ofren of theſe things, 
and will yer go on in {in ; it is Juſt 
with God to leave them, and ove 
them up tc / *ir own Hearts Lutz. 
Thereforeda/ away your Trani- 
grefſions, retirn to the Lord with all 
your Hearts, and yield your ſelves ta 
the Claim, and Call of Chriſt p:thovr 
Delay, while Mercy invites you, and 
| Grace may bc had,for why will you Dye, 
 O Houſeo) jſrae!? | 
Lp : 
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7 Miurners Companion, or Fund | 

- Diftourſes from ſeveral Texts, 8 

ns - price bound x s. G d. | 
"Death a Deliverance, in a Funeral Diſ- 

- courſe from 2 Cor. 5. 4. fir to bind 

" withe Mourners Companion. 

© Yttramental Diſcourſes on lcyeral Texts 

' hefore nd after the Lords Supper, to- 

other with a ara n the Lords 


I | 
I cal Refleftion _  » Cate Earth- 
Ko es in Jamaica S':' Malta, vc; 
"1 i -7oh a Particular ""_ Account 
3 of thoſe, and Divers other Earthquakes, 
- $;zpricebound rs. 6 d. 
"0 K, Serious ReflefFions 01 Time and Frerni- 
ah with ſome other SubjeQs Moral and. 
> Divine, to which is Annexed ar! Ap- 
&. pendix conceraing the ficſt Nay of the 
'F y Fe zar, how obſerved by the Fews, and 
may beſt be tae by. a ſerious 
Zh kriſtian. _ 
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